
Day One Assignments for Mr. Combs’ English Classes (2014-15): 

(Have each of these items of the first day of the school year) 

(1)  Submit completed Summer Work. (20 points).  Be prepared for a 200 point test that will  
       cover the lessons from the summer work folder. 

(2)  Return your chosen summer novel (or bring $6 for replacement copies).  Have the  
       organizer completed and be prepared to write a brief literary essay about the novel.  
      (completed organizer will be worth 20 points and the essay will be worth 50 points) 

(3) Bring in at least 20 pens or pencils to leave in the classroom. (20 points) 

(4) Bring with you a 1” to 2” three-ring binder containing a pack of loose leaf paper to be used 
     exclusively for this class. (20 points) 

(5) Bring (at least) 1 highlighter (color doesn’t matter) to leave in the classroom. (10 points) 

(6) Returned your “Syllabus” , “Golden Rules” , and “Agreement for Student Success” 
     SIGNED by you and your parent/guardian.  (15 points) 

Note to parents/guardians: 

These assignments are all part of an attempt, by me, to get the 2014-15 school year started in a productive 

and organized way for your student.  If he/she has a working knowledge of the lessons given as summer work, 

then the school year will begin very well.  Those lessons are simply things he/she should already know upon 

entry to my class.  I will teach from the first day assuming he/she does know the material.   

As for the required materials, they are required for several reasons: (1) an organized notebook is essential for 

success (2) pencils to be left in the classroom will keep us from ever having a problem about bringing 

something to write with to class…students always have a pencil! …and (3) a highlighter to be left in the 

classroom will be available to students when they’re needed for in-depth reading assignments (this way they 

don’t have to keep up with them). 

If your student has the necessary materials on-hand every day, is present (frequent absences almost 

guarantee failure), and is motivated to work hard to improve him/herself, then English II will be a great 

learning experience.   

If you have any concerns at all about your student’s progress in my class, feel free to contact me.  Working 

together, we can help your student grow as a reader, as a writer, and as a person.  Thank you very much. 

 
Dan Combs 

Wolfe Co. High School 
(606) 668-8202 

Email:  dan.combs@wolfe.kyschools.us 



Summer Work 2014 Checklist for Completion  

The Novel: 

- Graphic Organizer for the novel study 

The Lessons: 

(1)    Frequently confused words 1 & 2    

(2)    Roots and affixes 

(3)    Denotation and connotation  

(4)    Synonyms and antonyms 

(5)     Subject – Verb agreement 1 & 2 

(6)    Pronouns 

(7)     Main idea & Supporting details  

(8)     Context clues 

(9)   Conclusions/inferences 

 

Literary Terms / Vocabulary Defined: 

- Fiction related terms 

- Nonfiction related terms 

- Poetry related terms 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Novel Summary and Analysis Worksheet 

Novel Title:  ______________________    Author: ___________________   Copyright date: _________  

Names and Descriptions of Main Characters: 

(1) ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

    ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

(2) ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

    ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (3) ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

    ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (4) ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

    ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 (5) ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

    ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Description of the primary setting: (give a clear, detailed description) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Plot summary: (what happened in the story) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Description of Conflicts and Resolution: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Theme and/or the author’s purpose: (lessons learned from the book) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Personal reflection on this novel: (Your opinion of the book: 5 sentence paragraph) 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Frequently Confused Words 

Writers often confuse words that sound alike but have different meanings or words that have 

similar meanings. Below are some of these frequently confused words. You need to be able to 

select the appropriate word based on the context. Below is a list of frequently confused words 

and example sentences. 

 

a lot: a considerable quantity or extent (noun) 

allot: to assign (verb) 

 I have a lot of socks. 

 The teacher has allotted 20 minutes for the test. 

accept: to receive (verb) 

except: excluding (preposition) 

 I accept your apology. 

 Everyone is going to the store except me. 

adapt: to change or to make suitable for a purpose (verb) 

adopt: to accept with approval or to take into one's family 

(verb) 

 The ideal candidate should be able to adapt to 

change quickly and easily. 

 The legislature has yet to adopt the committee's 

recommendations. 

advice: an opinion or a recommendation about what could 

or should be done (noun) 

advise: to recommend, suggest, or counsel (verb) 

 I never asked for your advice. 

 His lawyer advised him not to talk. 

affect: to influence (verb) 

effect: a result (noun) 

 The snowstorm has affected the city. 

 The effect of the snowstorm is school closings. 

aisle: a pathway between rows of seats (noun) 

ail: to be sick (verb) 

isle: an island (noun) 

I'll: "I will" (contraction) 

 The bride walked up the aisle with her father. 

 Melissa needs to take care of her ailing father. 

 We are taking a trip to the British Isles. 

 I'll wash my car tomorrow. 

allude: to make an indirect reference to an idea, place, 

person, or text (verb) 

elude: to escape capture or to be incomprehensible (verb) 

 Jacob hasn't even so much as alluded to liking me. 

 The bank robber could elude the police for only so 

long before getting caught. 

allusion: a reference to something (noun) 

illusion: a false perception of reality (noun) 

 The story has an allusion to Arachne, a character 

from Greek mythology. 

 The illusion kept the audience entranced for 

hours. 

aloud: with the speaking voice (adverb) 

allowed: permitted (verb) 

 The teacher read aloud to her students. 

 The teacher allowed her students to read outside. 

apart: separate one from another; in pieces or parts 

(adverb) 

a part: one piece of a whole (noun) 

 Their family was torn apart by the war. 

 Henri wants to be a part of our volunteer team. 

ascent: an act of rising (noun) 

assent: an act of agreeing to something (noun) 

 Her ascent into the mountains was tiring. 

 Her assent gave us permission to close the deal. 

assure: to remove doubt or anxiety (verb) 

ensure: to guarantee an event or condition (verb) 

insure: to protect from financial liability with insurance 

(verb) 

 Lecrae tried to assure Thomas that he knew what he 

was doing. 

 Thomas just wanted to ensure that their undertaking 

would be successful. 



 Whatever happens, be sure to insure your car 

before you let them borrow it. 

award: to bestow based on merit (verb) 

reward: to give wages or recompense (verb) 

 Ryan was awarded a medal for his bravery. 

 Adele rewarded the puppy for his obedience. 

between: in the middle of (preposition used when talking 

about distinct, individual items) 

among: in the middle of (preposition used when talking 

about items that are not distinct) 

 I am stuck between a rock and a hard place. 

 I am among people who understand me. 

breath: inhaled or exhaled air (noun) 

breathe: to exhale and inhale (verb) 

 The ring was so beautiful that it took my breath 

away. 

 Ronnie was so excited to see her favorite singer 

that she forgot to breathe and passed out. 

capital: a city serving as a seat of government (noun) 

capitol: a building in which a legislative body meets 

(noun) 

 Austin is the capital of Texas. 

 The U.S. Congress meets at the Capitol. 

censor: to forbid the public distribution of a piece of 

information (verb) 

censure: to give a formal rebuke (verb) 

sensor: an object that detects stimuli such as heat, light, or 

movement (noun) 

 The university censored its campus newspaper 

before it was published. 

 The lawyer was censured due to her improper 

conduct during the case. 

 The sensor in my smoke detector is very sensitive. 

cite: to quote (verb) 

site: a position or place (noun) 

sight: vision (noun) 

 The essay cites several different authors. 

 Meet me at the construction site. 

 Please get that bug out of my sight. 

 

coarse: rough (adjective) 

course: a path (noun) 

 The coarse sand hurts my feet. 

 Kimi ran along the course. 

conscience: the sense of moral goodness of one's conduct, 

intentions, or character (noun) 

conscious: capable of or marked by thought, will, design, 

or perception (adjective) 

 Rumi had a guilty conscience, so she turned 

herself in. 

 It was a conscious decision to do the right thing. 

complement: to make complete or whole (verb) 

compliment: to give praise (verb) 

 The lemon juice complements the flavor of the 

fish. 

 Danielle complimented John on his courage. 

counsel: to advise (verb) 

council: an assembly or a group working to legislate or 

advise (noun) 

 My lawyer counseled me to get the company to 

sign a contract. 

 The council will meet tonight to elect officers. 

discreet: judicious in one's conduct or speech (adjective) 

discrete: separate or distinct (adjective) 

 Try to be discreet when you slip him the note. 

 Cut the brownies into nine discrete pieces. 

elicit: to call forth or evoke or to deduce (verb) 

illicit: morally wrong or illegal (adjective) 

 Jackie is trying to elicit sympathy because she is 

in trouble. 

 He said he was arrested for illicit activity. 

eminent: of high status or prominent (adjective) 

imminent: about to happen, occur, or take place 

(adjective) 

 Whoever becomes president will hold an eminent 

position. 

 The destruction of the building seems imminent. 

 

 



farther: to greater distance or extent (adverb used to 

express physical distance) 

further: to greater distance or extent (adverb used to 

express advancement to a greater degree, as in time and 

other concepts) 

 Pamela ran farther than I did. 

 I will further my education by attending college. 

fewer: smaller amount (adjective used when referring to 

something that can be counted) 

less: smaller amount or degree (adjective used when 

referring to something that cannot be counted) 

 I have fewer apples than Daniel. 

 There was less pollution last year. 

here: in this place (adverb) 

hear: to perceive sounds (verb) 

 When will you get here? 

 I hear the train coming. 

incidence: rate, extent, or frequency of occurrence (noun) 

incident: a definite and separate occurrence or action 

(noun) 

 There is a high incidence of robbery in that 

neighborhood. 

 I'd rather not talk about that incident. 

its: belonging to something (adjective) 

it's: "it is" or "it has" (contraction) 

 Its weakness is in its legs. 

 It's going to be a rainy day. 

knew: past tense form of "know," which means to hold 

information in mind (verb) 

new: appearing, thought of, or made for the first time 

(adjective) 

 At two years old, Cathleen already knew her 

alphabet. 

 Shondra went to the dealership to pick up her new 

car. 

lead: a kind of metal or the graphite in pencils (noun) 

led: past tense form of "lead," which means to guide 

(verb) 

 My mechanical pencil needs more lead. 

 The dog led me to the injured child. 

lease: to rent for money (verb) 

least: the smallest amount or degree (adjective) 

 She leased the car. 

 That option will cost the least amount of money. 

lose: to fail to keep or maintain (verb)  

loose: not tight or secure (adjective) 

 Do not lose this expensive bracelet. 

 This bracelet is loose on me. 

passed: the past tense form of "pass," which means to 

undergo a test or a course of study successfully (verb) 

past: having taken place in a period before the present 

(adjective) 

 Raj barely passed his algebra class. 

 Don't judge me by my past mistakes. 

patience: the quality of being patient (noun) 

patients: the plural form of "patient" (noun) 

 Daryl is testing my patience. 

 The patients had to reschedule their appointments. 

poor: lacking resources (adjective) 

pore: to gaze intently or to read or study attentively (verb) 

 Carly has always desired to care for those who are 

poor. 

 Roman pored over the contract trying to find a 

loophole. 

precede: to go before or to introduce (verb) 

proceed: to move forward or to continue an action or 

process (verb) 

 His reputation preceded him. 

 We must proceed with the ceremony. 

principal: a head of a school or organization (noun) 

principle: a basic law or truth (noun) 

 The principal will make an important 

announcement this morning. 

 A principle of healthy eating is to eat fresh and 

natural foods. 

quiet: an absence of noise or activity (noun) 

quite: to a degree or to an extent (adverb) 

 I enjoyed the peace and quiet. 

 The strawberries were quite delicious. 



stationary: fixed or unchanging (adjective) 

stationery: paper used for writing (noun) 

 A stationary bike allows people to watch 

television while exercising. 

 Cindy likes to use unique stationery for her letters. 

their: belonging to them (adjective) 

there: in or to that place (adverb) 

they're: "they are" (contraction) 

 Their house is impressive. 

 I will walk there. 

 They're working hard to meet this deadline. 

then: after that (adverb) 

than: (preposition used in comparisons) 

 Andy passed the football to Edward and then ran 

to the end zone. 

 Andy runs faster than Edward. 

through: into or out of (preposition) 

threw: past tense form of "throw" (verb) 

 The ball went through the hoop on her first try. 

 She threw the ball as hard as she could. 

to: (preposition) 

too: very or also (adverb) 

two: 2 (noun) 

 They both rushed to the door. 

 Amelia was too tired. 

 There are two apples left. 

wear: to have something on; to damage something by 

using or rubbing (verb) 

where: in or to what place (adverb) 

ware: a manufactured article or product; goods (noun) 

 The weather is wearing away at the bridge. 

 Where is my favorite mug? 

 The artist peddled his wares door to door. 

 

 

 

 

 

which: (pronoun used to refer to things in nonrestrictive 

or nonessential clauses) 

 

that: (pronoun used to refer to things in restrictive or 

essential clauses) 

 

who: (pronoun used to refer to a person or people) 

 

whom: (pronoun used to refer to a person or people when 

it functions as an object of a verb or preposition in the 

sentence) 

 We have the meeting this Wednesday, which is 

my birthday. 

 The television that Stacey broke will cost $2,000 

to replace. 

 Tamara, who won the award last year, will be a 

presenter. 

 With whom will you be going to the dance? 

whole: total, all, or complete (adjective) 

hole: an opening or a hollowed-out place (noun) 

 Billy ate the whole cake. 

 There is a hole in my jeans. 

whose: belonging to who or which (pronoun) 

who's: "who is" or "who has" (contraction) 

 Whose phone is ringing? 

 Who's at the door? 

write: to put words on paper (verb) 

rite: a ceremonial act (noun) 

 I need to write an essay for my history class. 

 The initiation rites are simple to perform. 

your: belonging to you (adjective) 

you're: "you are" (contraction) 

 Your essay was entertaining to read. 

 You're hilarious. 

 



Frequently Confused Words Practice #1 

1. Which sentence uses whose or who's correctly?  

 

A. Potter voted for Angelica, whose speech mentioned the smaller school sports. 

 

B. I liked that actress whose in the action movie about the bank robbers in Rome. 

 

C. My sister, who's best friend plays tennis, wants to play double's tennis tomorrow. 

 

D. Ginny decided to ask Tony, who's math scores are high, to help her with algebra. 

2. Choose the sentence that uses your or you're correctly.  

 

A. Please pick up your sweater before you sit down. 

 

B. I can't believe your coming to the concert with me! 

 

C. I'll take you're coat to be cleaned since I wore it last. 

 

D. Are you making you're famous spicy dip for the party? 

3. Which word best replaces the underlined part of the sentence? 

Dean said, "I wish you had told me that your not coming to my baseball game." 

 

A. you're 

 

B. make no change 

 

C. your'e 

 

D. you'r 

4. What change, if any, should be made to who's in the sentence below? 

 

Ms. Franco threatened to throw the sweater away if no one would say who's it was.  

 

A. whos' 

 

B. no change 

 

C. who'se 

 

D. whose 

5. What change, if any, should be made to they're in the sentence below? 

 

Paul and Rita looked everywhere, but they could not find they're soccer ball.  

 

A. there 

 

B. theyr'e 

 

C. their 

 

D. no change 

 



6. Which sentence uses its or it's correctly?  

 

A. The hamster is out of it's cage. 

 

B. I think it's a great idea! 

 

C. Then, its ready to ride. 

 

D. Its almost finished drying. 

 

7. Which word best replaces the underlined part of the sentence? 

My cable company is replacing it's wires in my neighborhood. 

 

A. its 

 

B. its' 

 

C. make no change 

 

D. its's 

 

8. Which word belongs on the blank line? 

"I checked with the Lings," Lupita said, "and          going on vacation until the end of June." 

 

A. their 

 

B. theyr'e 

 

C. they're 

 

D. there 

 

9. Choose the sentence that uses their, they're, or there correctly.  

 

A. Claudia likes how there so friendly to new kids. 

 

B. Drake thinks that they're presentation is next. 

 

C. Badi's coach wanted to practice drills there. 

 

D. Alicia needed to move their for the project. 

 

10. Choose the sentence that uses its or it's correctly.  

 

A. Soraya shouted, "I think its starting without us, so please hurry up!" 

 

B. Mr. Villagomez told his class, "And now, it's time for presentations." 

 

C. The Hutchinson family decided to go to the mountains for it's vacation. 

 

D. Xander told me its hard work to make a new Web site from scratch. 

 

 



11. Which sentence uses your or you're correctly?  

 

A. I heard that you're song in the musical is very beautiful. 

 

B. Regina thinks that your coming to her dinner tomorrow. 

 

C. Why is you're soccer bag sitting next to the front door? 

 

D. You should take your dog for a longer walk next time. 

 

12. Which word belongs on the blank line? 

"So while I am in Florida," Hannah said, "         going to be in Alabama?" 

 

A. your'e 

 

B. you're 

 

C. your 

 

D. your's 

 

13. What change, if any, should be made to Its in the sentence below? 

 

Cathy told her best friend, "I love my new backpack. Its the perfect size, and because my mom made it, it's one 

of a kind."  

 

A. no change 

 

B. Its's 

 

C. It's 

 

D. Its' 

 

14. Which word best replaces the underlined part of the sentence? 

The Pongs asked Nicky to watch they're two dogs, Pat and Spot. 

 

A. make no change 

 

B. there 

 

C. theyr'e 

 

D. their 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Roots and Affixes 

You may encounter unfamiliar words in your textbooks and lessons. One way to guess 

the meaning of an unknown word is to use affixes. Affixes are prefixes and suffixes 

that are added to a base word, sometimes called a root word. Affixes can help you 

analyze the meanings of words.  

 

 

Prefixes 

 

A prefix is a syllable or group of syllables added to the beginning of a word to form a new 

word: appropriate – inappropriate. A prefix usually changes the meaning of a word. 

 

Look at the chart below to see a list of commonly used prefixes. 

PREFIX  MEANING  EXAMPLE  

anti-  against  antismoking (against smoking)  

co-  with  co-worker (a person you work with)  

counter-  opposite or offset  counterclockwise (opposite of clockwise)  

de-  remove  decaffeinated (having caffeine removed)  

dis-  not  dishonest (not honest)  

ex-  former  ex-wife (former wife)  

extra-  beyond  extracurricular (beyond the regular curriculum)  

im-/in-  not or without  inactive (not active)  

inter-  between  intermission (break between acts)  

mid-  in the middle  midterm (test given at the middle of the semester)  

multi-  many  multicultural (made of many cultures)  

over-  beyond some limit  overdue (beyond the due date)  

para-  beyond  paranormal (beyond normal)  

poly-  many  polyglot (one who knows several languages)  

post-  after  post-war (period after a war)  

pre-  before  preheat (heat before)  

re-  again  redo (do again)  

sub-  under or below  substandard (below standard)  

trans-  change or cross  transatlantic (crossing the Atlantic Ocean)  



un-  not  uncooked (not cooked) 

 

 

Suffixes 

 

A suffix is a sound, syllable, or groups of syllables attached to the end of a word to form a 

new word, change the meaning of a word, or indicate a grammatical function: light – 

lighter – lightest – lightness. 

 

Look at the chart below to see a list of commonly used suffixes. 

SUFFIX  MEANING  EXAMPLE  

-able/-ible  capable of  fixable (capable of being fixed)  

-esque  resembling or like  statuesque (like a statue)  

-est  most  largest (most large)  

-ful  full of  beautiful (full of beauty)  

-ish  like  childish (like a child)  

-less  without  fearless (without fear)  

-logy  study of  geology (study of the Earth)  

-ly  like or in a manner of  quickly (in a quick manner)  

-ment  action or process  management (action of managing)  

-oid  similar but not exactly like  humanoid (like a human)  

-ous  having qualities of  joyous (having qualities of joy)  

-ward  in the direction of  westward (western direction) 
 

 



Roots and Affixes 

When you encounter unfamiliar words while reading, you can use word roots to help 

you guess the meaning. A word root is a part of a word that carries the meaning. 

Several roots have Greek or Latin origins. 

 

When decoding a new word, look at the root and think of other words you know that share 

the root. You can see word roots repeated in several words, as in convert, revert, subvert, 

introvert, and reverse. The root “vert” means “to turn.” 

 

Look at the chart below to see a list of some commonly used word roots. Try to think of as 

many words as you can that use each root. 

ROOTS  MEANING  EXAMPLE  

a  without or opposite  
amoral (without morals) 

atypical (opposite of typical)  

anthrop  humans or people  
anthropology (study of human development) 

misanthrope (someone who hates other people)  

auto  self  
autograph (person's own signature or handwriting) 

autobiography (biography written by one's self)  

bio  life  
biology (study of life) 

biography (writing about someone's life)  

deca  ten  
decagon (shape with ten sides) 

decathlon (athletic contest with ten events)  

graph  write  

seismograph (instrument that writes lines representing 

movement) 

calligraphy (fancy form of writing)  

micro  small  
microscope (instrument used to see small things) 

microcosm (small representative system)  

mort  death  
mortuary (place where dead bodies are kept) 

immortal (never dying)  

path  feeling  
apathy (without feeling) 

sympathetic (sharing a feeling)  

pseudo  false  
pseudonym (false name) 

pseudoscience (false science)  

script  writing  
scripture (religious writings) 

postscript (writing at the end of a letter) 
 

 



Roots and Affixes Practice 

1.  

The singer expressly told the photographer he didn't want his picture taken, and then he 
smashed the camera. 

 

In this sentence, the word expressly means  

 

A. in a specific manner. 

 

B. having qualities of being express. 

 

C. without being specific. 

 

D. the process of being express. 

 

2. From the words kingdom and freedom you can tell that the suffix "-dom" means  

 

A. in a way or manner. 

 

B. having the qualities of. 

 

C. an action or process. 

 

D. a place or state of being. 

 

3. Knowledge of the prefix "anti-" helps the reader know that an antithesis  

 

A. is the exact same as something else. 

 

B. means doing something a certain way. 

 

C. is the opposite of something else. 

 

D. means to do something again. 

 

4. From the words "magnificent," "magnitude," and "magnify," you can tell that the root word 

"magni-" relates to  

 

A. being large in size. 

 

B. bearing or carrying. 

 

C. the study of. 

 

D. being small in size. 



 

5. Which of these suffixes means "the study of"?  

 

A. biblio 

 

B. logy 

 

C. bio 

 

D. lect 

 

6. The word "incredulous" means  

 

A. one who is disbelieved. 

 

B. in a manner of disbelief. 

 

C. without disbelief. 

 

D. having qualities of disbelief. 

 

7. Study this chart of root words. Then read the sentence below. 

Root Word Meaning 

loco place 

logo study 

loqu talk 

lot wash 

 

The teacher was so loquacious, many of her students fell asleep in class. 
 

Which is the root word of the word "loquacious"?  

 

A. lot 

 

B. loco 

 

C. loqu 

 

D. logo 

 



8.  

Karen must return the misappropriated funds to the government by next Wednesday. 

 

What is the meaning of the prefix "mis-" in this sentence?  

 

A. bad or wrong 

 

B. against 

 

C. again 

 

D. under or below 

 

9.  

Sarah was not prepared to handle her pit bull's sudden aggressiveness. 

 

In this sentence, the suffix "-ness" means  

 

A. capable of. 

 

B. made of. 

 

C. full of. 

 

D. state of. 

 

10. The Latin root word dict is related to  

 

A. study. 

 

B. books. 

 

C. foot. 

 

D. speech. 

 

 

 

 



11.  

The principal deemed the athletes' behavior disdainful and suspended them for a week. 

 

What does the word disdainful mean in this sentence?  

 

A. full of disdain 

 

B. before disdain 

 

C. without disdain 

 

D. below disdain 

12. One of the meanings of the word "conception" is "thought, idea, or belief." Which of these 

prefixes should be added to "conception" to make it mean "a wrong or erroneous belief"?  

 

A. dis- 

 

B. anti- 

 

C. mis- 

 

D. non- 

13. Study this chart of root words. Then read the sentence below. 

Root Word Meaning 

ped foot 

pel push 

port carry 

photo light 

 

Larry placed the painting on a pedestal and was very upset when it fell. 
 

Which is the root word of the word "pedestal"?  

 

A. phono           C. pel 

 

B. ped               D. port 



14.  

The judge ruled that the apartments were substandard and fined the landlord. 

 

What does the prefix "sub-" mean in this sentence?  

 

A. without 

 

B. below 

 

C. before 

 

D. wrong 

 

15. From the words "homeless" and "hopeless," you can tell that the suffix "-less" relates to  

 

A. being full of. 

 

B. made of. 

 

C. being without. 

 

D. capable of. 

 
     Many libraries in the United States have instituted interlibrary loan programs, which 
provide access to materials from all over the country. Patrons can request many 
different types of materials, including books, CDs, microfilms, audio or video recordings, 
sheet music, and maps, from both public and private library collections. Materials may 
be delivered to the requesting library by courier or by mail. In some cases, patrons may 
be charged a fee to use this service. Fees associated with interlibrary loan programs 
are generally small and cover only the shipping or delivery costs.  

16. In the passage above, the word "interlibrary" means  

 

A. within libraries. 

 

B. for libraries. 

 

C. many libraries. 

 

D. between libraries. 

 

17. Which of the following suffixes means "having qualities of"?  

 

A. -logy        C. -ous 

 

B. -ward        D. -less 



18.  

The gradual economic recovery has brought with it more business opportunity and 
economic stability. As a result, many airlines have recommenced flights to popular 
vacation destinations. 

 

What does the word recommenced mean?  

 

A. started again 

 

B. stopped entirely 

 

C. continued temporarily 

 

D. increased production 

 

19. What is the root of the word "overachievement"?  

 

A. achieve 

 

B. achievement 

 

C. over 

 

D. overachieve 

 

20.      In the story "The Metamorphosis," Gregor suffers from a predicament. It is much 
like that of any person suffering from a chronic illness or disability. Gregor's life story 
and personal identify change dramatically when he becomes a vermin. In the new 
identity, his senses are different: the hospital across the street is beyond his range of 
vision. His abilities change. His voice is transformed. Some of Gregor's changes come 
from within, while some come from the world's reaction to his metamorphosis. 
 

According to the paragraph, what does the prefix "meta-" mean?  

 

A. false 

 

B. change 

 

C. near 

 

D. assistant 

 

 

 



21.      I had always thought a burial at sea to be a very solemn and awe-inspiring event. 
I was quickly disillusioned, by this burial at any rate. One of the hunters was telling 
stories, liberally sprinkled with oaths and obscenities. Every minute or so the group of 
hunters gave mouth to a laughter that sounded to me like a wolf-chorus or the barking 
of hell-hounds. The sailors trooped noisily, some of the watch below rubbing the sleep 
from their eyes, and talked in low tones together. It was evident that they did not like the 
outlook of a voyage under such a captain. 
adapted from The Sea Wolf by Jack London 
 

What does the prefix "dis-" mean as it's used in the passage above?  

 

A. return             C. improvement 

 

B. reversal           D. start over 

22.      Francie Stickingham, co-author of the how-to book, "How to Win a Game Show 
(and Show Off Your Money)" will be reading a chapter from her book and signing copies 
at the Barnes and Noble Bookstore on University. The appearance will take place on 
Tuesday, April 7 at 7pm. Stickingham's book will be available for purchase at that time. 
 

What does the term "co-author" mean in the passage above?  

 

A. Francie Stickingham is one of two authors. 

 

B. Francie Stickingham used to be an author. 

 

C. Francie Stickingham is an assistant to an author. 

 

D. Francie Stickingham is not really an author. 

23. Which of the following suffixes means "without"?  

 

A. -ness         C. -ly 

 

B. -esque       D. -less 

24.      Astrology is the study of how heavenly bodies—stars, planets, comets—influence 
people's behaviors and emotions. The study assumes that these bodies can change 
how people act. Many scientists believe astrology is a pseudoscience. Scientists say 
that there is no scientific proof to support the many claims that astrologers make. 
 

What does the prefix mean in the term "pseudoscience" in the paragraph above?  

 

A. equal, democratic           C. professional 

 

B. new, unique                    D. false, not real 

 



25. Which of the following prefixes means "one"?  

 

A. bi-      B. dis-       C. mono-       D. arch- 

26.      The young mother looked down upon her two children playing by the brook. She 
noticed how picturesque they looked, laughing and splashing the water on the rocks. 
She imagined a painting in her head of this moment, so that she could always 
remember it. Then she picked up her vegetable basket, called to the cat, and went back 
inside the small house. 
 

What does the suffix mean in the term "picturesque" in the paragraph above?  

 

A. resembling     B. trained      C. unlike      D. old 

27. What is the root of the word "inconceivable"?  

 

A. conceivable     B. inconceive      C. conceit     D. conceive 

28.      Contrary to popular belief, police detectives are actually open to the paranormal 
when trying to crack unsolved crimes. They sometimes seek out psychics. Psychics can 
provide insight or clues into motives or where bodies are located. 
 

Which of the following prefixes in the passage means "beyond"?  

 

A. un-      B. para-      C. in-     D. con- 

29. What is the root of the word "multilayered"?  

 

A. multiple      B. layer     C. lay      D. layered 

30. Read the following sentence. 

This year, we will _______ our plans and have only one charity event. 

 

Determine which word form best fits in the blank.  

 

A. simplistic    B. simplify    C. simply    D. simplicity 



 

 



Denotation and Connotation 

Words express more than just their dictionary definitions. Words can trigger images or 

stir emotions in the reader. Authors use connotation to influence their readers and 

support their point of view. Certain words can express tone and contribute to style. 

 

 

Words have connotative and denotative meanings. 

 

 

Denotation -  the literal, dictionary meaning of a word 

 

Connotation -  

 

the associations or emotional suggestions attached to a word 

 

NOTE: 

Connotations of words are created by the feelings, attitudes, and knowledge 

commonly shared by members of a society. It can be hard to prove the 

connotation of a word. Instead, it is something that the reader will learn 

through experience. 

 

 

Look at these two words with a denotation of “costing a small amount of money.” 

inexpensive          cheap 

 

Which word has a negative connotation? Would you want to buy a “cheap” computer? If 

you are proud of a jewelry purchase you made, would say it was “cheap” jewelry? Have 

you ever almost said the word “cheap” but quickly changed it to “inexpensive”? 

 

Technically, “inexpensive” and “cheap” are very close in their literal meanings, but 

“cheap” implies that the object is lacking in quality, not just price. “Cheap” has come to 

have this connotation because of the way the word is used by English speakers. 

 

 

Examples: 
 

Notice how the speakers are carefully choosing their words to convey negative or positive 

emotions. 

Mr. Negative: My organic chemistry class was difficult. 

Mr. Positive: My organic chemistry class was challenging. 

 

Mr. Negative: I’ve learned that Karl can be very rude. 

Mr. Positive: I’ve learned that Karl can be very direct. 

 

Mr. Negative: That child is puny. 

Mr. Positive: That child is little. 

 

Mr. Negative: My father was a stingy man. 



Mr. Positive: My father was a thrifty man. 

 

Mr. Negative: My call to the company was ignored. 

Mr. Positive: My call to the company was unanswered. 

 



Denotation and Connotation Practice 

 
an excerpt from World History Volume II 

 
     The growing commerce in plantation products from the Americas made a third 
pattern—the trade in slaves—increasingly lucrative. The grueling work under tropical or 
semitropical conditions and the constant expansion of plantation areas required a 
continual flow of fresh labor. As plantation agriculture flourished, the trade in black 
African slaves grew increasingly efficient. During the eighteenth century, some sixty 
thousand slaves annually were imported into the Western Hemisphere from Africa.  

1. What does the term grueling connote about the work of slaves?  

 

A. The work was important and necessary. 

 

B. The work was finished quickly. 

 

C. The work was expensive to complete. 

 

D. The work was cruel and inhumane. 

 
"The only recklessness the Suffragettes have ever shown has been about their own 
lives and not about the lives of others. It had never been, and it never will be, the policy 
of the women’s Social and Political Union recklessly to endanger human life. We leave 
that to the men in warfare. . . . 
 
There is something that Governments care far more for than human life, and that is the 
security of property and so it is through property that we shall strike the enemy. 

—Emmeline Pankhurst 
Address to Suffragettes 

October 17, 1912 

2. What word could replace strike to describe the action in a less forceful way?  

 

A. blast 

 

B. sway 

 

C. destroy 

 

D. annihilate 

 

3. In the passage above, the word strike suggests what kind of action?  

 

A. polite 

 

B. aggressive 



 

C. soothing 

 

D. uncertain 

 
an excerpt from The Fourteen Points 

by Woodrow Wilson 
 
     What we demand in this war, therefore, is nothing peculiar to ourselves. It is that the 
world be made free and safe to live in, and particularly that it be made safe for every 
peace-loving nation which, like our own, wishes to live its own free life, determine its 
own institutions, be assured of justice and fair dealing by the other peoples of the world, 
as against force and selfish aggression. All the people of the world are in effect partners 
in this interest, and for our own part we see very clearly that unless justice be done to 
others it will not be done to us.  

4. What does the word partners connote about the people of the world?  

 

A. The people will choose a new leader. 

 

B. The people have different values. 

 

C. The people must work as a team. 

 

D. The people are at war with each other. 

 

5. Which of the following words meaning "to take food into the body" has the most aggressive 

connotation?  

 

A. dine 

 

B. consume 

 

C. ingest 

 

D. devour 

 

6. The words subservient, submissive, obsequious, and consenting all have similar meanings. 

Which word would a writer use to express a positive opinion about a person?  

 

A. obsequious 

 

B. consenting 

 

C. subservient 

 

D. submissive 

 

7. Which of the following words meaning "lacking color" has the most positive connotation?  



 

A. ashen 

 

B. pale 

 

C. pasty 

 

D. fair 

 

8. The words tolerant, pushover, merciful, and accepting all have similar meanings. Which word 

would a writer use to express a negative opinion about a person?  

 

A. tolerant 

 

B. pushover 

 

C. accepting 

 

D. merciful 

 

9. Which pair of words has similar denotative meaning but different connotative meanings?  

 

A. poke and prod 

 

B. reason and explanation 

 

C. prude and conservative 

 

D. tall and high 

 

10. Which of the following words meaning "given to promoting one's will or authority over 

others" has the most positive connotation?  

 

A. pushy 

 

B. overbearing 

 

C. assertive 

 

D. bossy 

 

11. The words know-it-all, wise, smart, and quick-witted all have similar meanings. Which word 

would a writer use to express a negative opinion about a person?  

 

A. know-it-all 

 

B. smart 

 

C. wise 

 

D. quick-witted 

 



12. Which pair of words has a similar denotative meaning but different connotative meanings?  

 

A. jolly and merry 

 

B. observe and look 

 

C. scrawny and lean 

 

D. beautiful and gorgeous 

 

13. Which of these words connotes the idea of hard work?  

 

A. convey 

 

B. carry 

 

C. transport 

 

D. haul 

 

14. Which of the following words meaning "to give instructions to" has the most gentle 

connotation?  

 

A. dictate 

 

B. direct 

 

C. command 

 

D. order 

 

15. Which pair of words has similar denotative meaning but different connotative meanings?  

 

A. glad and happy 

 

B. mute and silent 

 

C. thrill and electrify 

 

D. stubborn and determined 

 



Synonyms and Antonyms 

Synonyms and antonyms are categories of words. Recognizing the use of synonyms 

and antonyms can help readers learn new vocabulary.  

 

Synonyms 

 

Synonyms are words with the same or similar meanings. Thesauruses are primarily used 

to list synonyms for words. 

WORD  SYNONYMS  

deceive  beguile, bluff, delude, fool, hoax, hoodwink, mislead, trick  

earn  acquire, attain, gain, obtain, procure, secure  

irritate  aggravate, annoy, bother, bug, irk, vex  

permanent  ceaseless, endless, everlasting, perpetual, unending  

stubborn  
hardheaded, headstrong, immovable, obdurate, pigheaded, rigid, 

unbending 

 

Textbooks can use synonyms to clarify terms or ideas discussed. You can use synonyms 

to determine the meanings of unfamiliar words. 

Examples: 

 

“Delegation also gives a responsibility, or obligation, to employees to carry out assigned 

tasks satisfactorily and holds them accountable for the proper execution of their assigned 

work.” 

—Business: A Changing World 

 

“Almost all organic compounds and some inorganic compounds will ignite quite readily. 

When a compound burns in air, it is actually reacting with the oxygen in the air.” 

—Chemistry 

 

Antonyms 

 

Antonyms are words that have opposite meanings. Some thesauruses will list antonyms of 

words after the synonyms. 

WORD  ANTONYMS  



brawny  frail, skinny, slight, thin, weak  

fickle  constant, faithful, reliable, stable, steady  

lofty  below, beneath, humble, low, modest  

obscure  apparent, clear, explicit, obvious, perceptible, understood  

rash  careful, cautious, planned, thoughtful 

 

Antonyms can help readers understand the meanings of words by showing opposites. Look 

for a sentence structure that shows contrast. Words like however, but, and though show 

that opposite ideas may be introduced. 

Examples: 

 

“Though cnidarians are a diverse group, all possess the same basic body structure.” 

—Biology: the Dynamics of Life 

 

“As the Renaissance moved north, its character changed. Northern humanists, for 

example, were often more interested in applying humanist principles and the lessons of 

the classics to religion than to secular topics.” 

—World History: Continuity and Change  

 



Synonym and Antonym Practice 

 
     Malaria brings about 1 to 1.5 million deaths each year. It is a communicable disease 
caused by a parasitic protozoan, which is transferred to the human bloodstream by a 
mosquito. Symptoms include fever, shivering, joint pain, headache, and vomiting. In 
severe cases, patients can have kidney failure and can lapse into a coma. 
     It is prevalent in the tropics and countries in sub-Saharan Africa, where nearly 90% 
of all malaria cases occur. Cases of malaria constitute 25% of children’s deaths in 
Africa. The disease-carrying mosquitoes flourish around stagnant waters. Therefore, 
protective measures include developing drainage programs. Protective clothing, 
repellents, bed nets, and mosquito control programs are also effective.  

1. Which word is an antonym for stagnant?  

 

A. frozen 

 

B. dirty 

 

C. flowing 

 

D. boiling 

 

2. Which word is an antonym for prevalent?  

 

A. destroyed 

 

B. preserved 

 

C. rare 

 

D. fine 

 

3. Read the sentence from the passage. 

 

"Cases of malaria constitute 25% of children's deaths in Africa." 
 

Which word is a synonym for constitute?  

 

A. control 

 

B. start with 

 

C. make up 

 

D. abandon 

 



4. Read the following sentence from the passage. 

 

"It is a communicable disease caused by a parasitic protozoan, which is transferred to 
the human bloodstream by a mosquito." 
 

Which of these words is a synonym of communicable?  

 

A. local 

 

B. contagious 

 

C. talkative 

 

D. concrete 

 
      “Gary? Help me! Help! They’re after me!” Lou shouted into the house as he 
slammed the front door shut and locked it. Footsteps rang throughout the house as he 
frantically searched for the one person that could help him. 
     “Lou? I’m in the living room!” Gary yelled. 
     In hysteria, Lou raced to meet his big brother. Tears streamed down his face. His 
unkempt black hair was sticking up every which way, and his shirt was wrinkled and wet 
with sweat. Layers of mud covered his backside like frosting. 
     “Lou! What happened to you? You look awful!” 
     Lou could only gasp and shake in reply; sobs racked his body. “They’re—after—me,” 
he whispered. 
     “Who’s after you? You’ve got to calm down, man. Take a deep breath.” Gary placed 
his hands on his brother’s shoulders. “Look at me. Calm down. Who’s after you?” 
     “The McCallen brothers. You’ve got to help me, Gary! Please!” Lou broke down 
again and fell down to kneel at his brother’s feet. Mud, sweat, and tears streamed down 
onto the hardwood floors.  
     A shadow fell over Gary’s face at the mention of the McCallen brothers, the most 
feared men in the neighborhood. What did Lou do to anger them? “Quit groveling, Lou! 
Of course I’ll help you. I’m your big brother, ain’t I? Now get up and quit acting like such 
a baby!” Lou’s insane behavior was beginning to exasperate him. Gary pulled Lou back 
up and pushed him down into a chair. “Now tell me exactly what’s happened. Don’t 
leave a thing out.”  

5. Which word is a synonym for exasperate?  

 

A. inspire 

 

B. soothe 

 

C. annoy 

 

D. delight 

 

6. Which is an antonym for the word unkempt as it is used in the passage?  



 

A. stiff 

 

B. lengthy 

 

C. neat 

 

D. short 

 

7. Read the following sentences from the passage. 

 

"Quit groveling, Lou! Of course I'll help you." 
 

Which of these words is a synonym of groveling?  

 

A. running 

 

B. begging 

 

C. digging 

 

D. ignoring 

 

8. Which word is an antonym for hysteria in the passage above?  

 

A. dread 

 

B. panic 

 

C. calmness 

 

D. excitement 

 
Singapore's Aurum serves meals in gruesome setting 

by Wee Sui Lee  
 
SINGAPORE (Reuters Life!) - For most people, dining at death's door is not a palatable 
idea. 
 
But Clement Lee, executive director of nightspot operator LifeBrandz, hopes Aurum, 
which serves "molecular gastronomy," will convince them otherwise. 
 
Lee said he wanted a controversial theme for the restaurant, featuring a cooking style 
that uses scientific methods to create new flavors. 
 
Molecular gastronomy was made popular by world-renowned chefs such as Ferran 
Adria from Spain's El Bulli restaurant and Heston Blumenthal of Fat Duck in the English 
town of Bray. Adria's apprentice, Paco Roncero, is Aurum's technical consultant. 
 
And in case the unusual cuisine isn't enough to allure spoiled Singapore food lovers, 



Lee added a dash of the morbid—gold wheelchairs, a morgue and surgical steel tables. 
 
In modern but superstitious Singapore, getting locals to dine at Aurum could be a tall 
order, as the ethnic Chinese who make up 75 percent of the city-state's population tend 
to shun anything that implies death or sickness. 
 
"Personally, I think it's too gruesome—that's coming from an Asian point of view," 
Daven Wu, a food critic for lifestyle magazine Time Out, told Reuters. 
 
"Why are you courting disaster by sitting in a wheelchair for no reason? It's like asking 
people to go and sleep in a coffin for fun."  
Copyright 2007 Reuters. Reprinted with permission from Reuters. Reuters content is the intellectual property of Reuters or its third party 
content providers. Any copying, republication or redistribution of Reuters content is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of 
Reuters. Reuters shall not be liable for any errors or delays in content, or for any actions taken in reliance thereon. Reuters and the Reuters 
Sphere Logo are registered trademarks of the Reuters group of companies around the world. For additional information about Reuters 
content and services, please visit Reuters website at www.reuters.com.  

9. Which is a synonym for the word implies as it is used in the passage?  

 

A. allows 

 

B. prevents 

 

C. suggests 

 

D. causes 

 
     The Sound of Music is one among many timeless screen musicals produced by 20th 
Century Fox. The movie captivates audiences even to this day with its wonderful array 
of songs. Maria, the female lead in the movie, leaves her convent to discover whether or 
not she really wants to be a nun. She becomes a governess to the children of Captain 
Von Trapp and overcomes the seemingly invincible task of taking care of the children 
with ease. Maria wins them over with her love, her care, and most of all her musical 
abilities.  

10. What is an antonym for the underlined word in the following sentence from the passage? 

 

The Sound of Music is one among many timeless screen musicals produced by 20th 
Century Fox.  

 

A. temporary 

 

B. late 

 

C. still 

 

D. lasting 

 

11. What is a synonym for the underlined word in the following sentence from the passage? 

 

The movie captivates audiences even to this day with its wonderful array of songs.  



 

A. delights 

 

B. offends 

 

C. imprisons 

 

D. irritates 

 
The Shores of Tripoli 

by R. Lee Walters 
 

     Shortly after America became a nation, its navy and merchant marine fell outside the 
protection of the French and British navies. The young nation needed to fend for itself 
on the high seas, as well as in matters of international politics. America’s navy was 
small. Ships were expensive. The loss of British and French influence to protect 
American shipping inspired a group of North African pirates, known as the Barbary 
States, to attack U.S. ships. 
     These pirates had long been a terror for the nations of Europe, and now they 
attacked Americans because the Americans were not strong enough to resist them. The 
nations of Morocco, Algeria, and Tunis preyed on American ships for many years. They 
stole gold and valuables, pilfered merchant goods, sunk vessels, and took innocent 
citizens as slaves. American allies, namely the French, advised the United States to pay 
the pirates’ ransom demands. The U.S. Congress budgeted money to pay tribute to the 
Barbary States for over 20 years, but this money was seldom enough. It was a large 
strain on the United States economy as well. Tributes to the pirates accounted for 20% 
of the U.S. annual budget. Americans were becoming very angry at this arrangement. 
They began to build warships. 
     When Thomas Jefferson became president in 1801, he flat out refused to pay tribute 
to the pirates. This infuriated the Pasha of Tripoli, and he declared war against the 
United States. Congress allowed Jefferson to attack without a formal declaration of war. 
The Barbary pirates soon found that the American navy was a formidable opponent. 
American shipbuilding ingenuity helped the country design small, fast frigates with thick 
hulls that were very rugged. The pirates knew of no way to sink them. In addition, 
America had been building warships for over 20 years. The nation was able to send 
many frigates to deal with the pirate threat. After the U.S. navy defeated the pirates at 
sea, American marines landed along the shores and took several pirate towns. Seeing 
that his forces were too small to combat the American threat, the Pasha signed a peace 
agreement and returned American captives. 
     The war against the Barbary pirates demonstrated that the American navy was 
capable to defend American shipping and interests worldwide. The American military 
had won its first foreign war, and it proved that Americans could fight as one nation 
rather than a loose collection of states.  

12. What is a synonym for the underlined word in the following sentence from the passage? 

 

American shipbuilding ingenuity helped the country design small, fast frigates with thick 
hulls that were very rugged.  



 

A. brilliance 

 

B. production 

 

C. hesitation 

 

D. clumsiness 

 

13. What is an antonym for the underlined word in the following sentence from the passage? 

 

The Barbary pirates soon found that the American navy was a formidable opponent.  

 

A. harmless 

 

B. terrifying 

 

C. diplomatic 

 

D. prepared 

 
General George Washington 

by R. Lee Walters 
 

     In June of 1775, the Continental Congress was in trouble. Earlier, hostilities had 
broken out between the people of New England and Great Britain. All of the American 
colonies had gathered together to decide the fate of America. At the time, many 
Americans did not want a war with Great Britain. Many of the colonies were willing to 
offer a cease fire to the British and make peace. The Sons of Liberty who were 
participating in the Congress needed to take steps to ensure the colonies would join 
together in a war against King George III. 
     These war hawks found the answer to their prayers on the morning of June 14th 
when George Washington entered the congressional chambers dressed in his militia 
uniform. He was a noteworthy general from the French and Indian War of 1756–1763, 
and he was eager to impress Congress because he knew they were voting for the 
commander of the Continental Army. Although modest, Washington wanted to throw his 
hat in the ring. He wanted to offer his services as a military officer to the fledgling nation. 
John Adams saw a chance to rally the colonies together. He immediately nominated 
Washington for the post of commander-in-chief. After a brief debate, Washington won 
the position. The representatives were eager to have a leader of his caliber. Washington 
departed immediately to join his army. 
     As it turns out, the assignment was difficult for Washington. Money was short, and 
morale was low. Historians agree that any other man would have most likely failed at 
the task. Washington flourished. He fought Congress tooth and nail for money and 
supplies. Though he lost his fair share of battles, he won the ones that counted. He kept 
the army alive until such time as the French were able to intervene and help the 
Americans against the British. After the war, Washington was recognized for his 
honorable service by being unanimously elected as the first president of the United 
States.  



14. What is an antonym for the underlined word in the following sentence from the passage? 

 

He was a noteworthy general from the French and Indian War of 1756–1763, and he 
was eager to impress Congress because he knew they were voting for the commander 
of the Continental Army.  

 

A. notorious 

 

B. insignificant 

 

C. outstanding 

 

D. arrogant 

 

15. What is a synonym for the underlined word in the following sentence from the passage? 

 

The representatives were eager to have a leader of his caliber.  

 

A. quality 

 

B. strategy 

 

C. confidence 

 

D. wealth 

 



Subject-Verb Agreement 

Subjects and verbs must agree with one another in number. In the present tense, a singular subject takes a 

singular verb, and a plural subject takes a plural verb. Below is a list of common subject-verb agreement rules. 

Singular verbs end in –s or –es. 

Unlike nouns, the plural form of a verb is not made by adding an –s or –es to the ending. It's actually the 

opposite. For present-tense verbs, adding the –s to the end makes it singular. If the verb is plural, there is no –s 

ending used. 

Singular Verbs 
 

The driver speeds down the highway. 

 

The girl stares at the cute guy. 

Plural Verbs 
 

The drivers speed down the highway. 

 

The girls stare at the cute guy. 

Compound subjects joined by "and" take a plural verb. 

A subject that is made up of two or more nouns is a compound subject. When the parts are connected by and, 

the subject is plural, so it takes a plural verb. 

Selena, Helena, and Mark ran the marathon. 

 

The truck and the car have low mileage. 

Subjects with singular nouns joined by or or nor take a singular verb. 

Either the sour milk or the moldy cheese causes the fridge to stink. 

 

Neither the black dress nor the pink gown is fashionable enough. 

Subjects with a singular noun and a plural noun joined by or or nor 

take the verb that agrees with the closer noun. 

Jalapeños or extra cheese makes pepperoni pizza even better. 

 

Neither the supervisor nor his workers want to work overtime. 

 



Subjects are not in modifying phrases. 

When the subject and the verb are separated by other words or phrases, make sure the verb agrees with the 

subject, not with a noun within the phrase. 

The paintings at the museum are strange. 

 

Your baby-blue tuxedo with all the ruffles is tacky. 

Don't let those phrases fool you. 

Phrases using with, together with, including, accompanied by, in addition to, or as well do not change whether a 

subject is singular or plural. If the subject is singular, the verb should be as well. 

Jane, as well as her sisters, enjoys punk music. 

 

The cranberries, in addition to the broth, go in the stuffing. 

Nouns with a plural form but with a singular meaning take singular 

verbs. 

Nouns such as United States, civics, mathematics, measles, and news take singular verbs. 

Mumps is a contagious disease that can be avoided with vaccination. 

 

Physics sounds like a hard subject. 

Nouns such as scissors, tweezers, trousers, jeans, and shears take plural 

verbs. 

These nouns may appear to have a singular meaning, but each of these things is made up of two parts. 

The shears are in the barber's hand. 

 

The tongs have barbeque sauce all over them. 

Collective nouns usually take singular verbs. 

A collective noun has a singular form even though it refers to a group of individuals or things. Examples 

include army, audience, crowd, group, team, committee, class, and family. These nouns take a singular verb 

when the group acts as one unit. 

The audience enjoys the long-awaited movie. 

 

The crowd goes wild during a double play. 

 

The town supports Mayor Bright. 



However, a plural verb is used when people or things within a group act separately. 

The broken-up band have solo careers now. 

 

The family disagree about where to go on summer vacation. 

If the subject follows the verb, the subject and verb should still agree. 

When the normal subject-verb order is inverted in a sentence, the verb still agrees with the subject. For 

example, in sentences beginning with there or here, the subject follows the verb. Since neither there nor here is 

ever the subject of a sentence, the verb agrees with the noun that follows the verb. 

There are many chores to do. 

 

Here is the match to your other sock. 

With words that indicate portions, look to the object of the 

preposition. 

With words that indicate portions—percent, fraction, part, majority, some, all, none, remainder, and so forth—

look at the object of the preposition (the noun following the of phrase) to determine whether to use a singular or 

plural verb. If the object of the preposition is singular, use a singular verb. If the object of the preposition is 

plural, use a plural verb. 

Half of the car was covered in mud. 

 

One-third of the sodas were peach flavored. 

 



Subject-Verb Agreement Practice #1 

 

     (1) Clouds are great predictors of weather if one can recognize and distinguish between their 
different shapes and sizes. (2) For the most, all clouds consist of the same basic ingredient, which is 
moisture in the form of condensed water vapor that clings to microscopic airborne particles like dust. 
(3) Most varieties of clouds typically form and remains in either the lower, middle, or upper 
atmosphere. (4) The white and puffy cumulus clouds, what one might identify as a "standard cloud," 
are low altitude clouds that signal fair weather. (5) Stratus clouds, which tends to look more ominous 
and threatening, stretch horizontally covering the sky. (6) Serious precipitation, however, 
rarely _______ from these clouds, but they do produce light rain and drizzle. (7) A nimbostratus cloud 
is a middle altitude cloud that appear as a huge dark gray cloud covering most of the sky. (8) 
Typically associated with these clouds are strong winds, steady rains, and heavy snowstorms. (9) 
Cirrus clouds _______ in high altitudes and _______ from tiny ice crystals, which appear as thin 
streaks across the sky. (10) These streaks of icy mist _______ no noticeable precipitation but 
often _______ bad weather to follow. (11) The most ominous clouds of all is the cumulonimbus, also 
known as a thunderhead, which forms in the lower altitude and then stretches to the upper 
atmosphere where it flattens out like an anvil. (12) Damage in the form of wind, hail, lightning, and 
tornadoes are common effects associated with these clouds.  

1. What change should be made to correct the problem of subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. 
Damages in the form of wind, hail, lightning, and tornadoes is a common effects associated with these 

clouds. 

 

B. 
Damage in the form of wind, hail, lightning, and tornadoes are a common effect associated with these 

clouds. 

 

C. 
Damage in the form of wind, hail, lightning, and tornadoes is a common effect associated with these 

clouds. 

 

D. 
Damage in the form of wind, hail, lightning, and tornadoes is common effects associated with these 

clouds. 

 

2. What change should be made to correct the problem of subject-verb agreement in sentence 8?  

 

A. Change are to is. 

 

B. No change is necessary. 

 

C. Change clouds to cloud. 

 

D. Change snowstorms to snowstorm. 

 

3. Which of the following correctly fills in the verbs in sentence 10?  

 

A. produces; signals 

 

B. produce; signal 

 

C. produces; signal 

 

D. produce; signals 

 



4. What change should be made to correct the problem of subject-verb agreement in sentence 11?  

 

A. Change clouds to cloud. 

 

B. Change forms to form. 

 

C. No change is necessary. 

 

D. Change stretches to stretch. 

 

5. How should sentence 5 be revised for correct subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. Stratus clouds, which tend to look more ominous and threatening, stretch horizontally covering the sky. 

 

B. Stratus cloud, which tends to look more ominous and threatening, stretch horizontally covering the sky. 

 

C. 
Stratus clouds, which tends to look more ominous and threatening, stretches horizontally covering the 

sky. 

 

D. Stratus cloud, which tend to look more ominous and threatening, stretches horizontally covering the sky. 

 

6. How should sentence 7 be revised for correct subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. 
A nimbostratus cloud is a middle altitude cloud that appears as a huge dark gray cloud covering most of 

the sky. 

 

B. 
A nimbostratus clouds is a middle altitude cloud that appear as huge dark gray clouds covering most of 

the sky. 

 

C. 
A nimbostratus cloud are a middle altitude cloud that appear as a huge dark gray cloud covering most of 

the sky. 

 

D. 
A nimbostratus cloud are middle altitude clouds that appears as huge dark gray clouds covering most of 

the sky. 

 

7. Which sentence from the passage contains an error in subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. sentence 3 

 

B. sentence 4 

 

C. sentence 1 

 

D. sentence 2 

 

8. Choose the correct verb for sentence 6.  

 

A. developing 

 

B. is developing 

 

C. develops 

 

D. develop 

 



9. Which of the following correctly fills in the verbs in sentence 9?  

 

A. exists; forms 

 

B. exist; forms 

 

C. exists; form 

 

D. exist; form 

10. Choose the correct verbs for the sentence below. 

Should someone or somebody _______ up and _______ me that my pants were on fire, I assure you 
that no one or nothing would stop my frantic dance of frenzy. 

 

A. runs; tells 

 

B. run; telling 

 

C. running; tell 

 

D. run; tell 

11. Choose the correct verb for the sentence below. 

Whether or not you and your friend attend _______ entirely up to you. 

 

A. to be 

 

B. is 

 

C. are 

 

D. were 

12. Which sentence below demonstrates correct subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. That there is something in the air of Denmark everyone seem to be in full agreement. 

 

B. A rank and fearsome odor common to the halls of Denmark fill the senses with distaste. 

 

C. The odors of Denmark in the darkness of night instills fear into even the bravest of daring souls. 

 

D. A rather peculiar and distasteful smell emits from the foul air hovering above the state of Denmark. 

13.  

From deep within the interior of the Earth comes the heat that fuels the movement of tectonic plates 
across the surface of the planet. 

 

What change should be made to correct the problem of subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. No change is necessary. 

 

B. Change comes to come. 

 

C. Change surface to surfaces. 

 

D. Change fuels to fuel. 



 

14. Which sentence below demonstrates incorrect subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. 
We all starts from the same point, but I knew going into the race that it was going to be harder than I 

originally thought. 

 

B. 
As I squatted into position on the starting blocks, I could feel my legs tighten and all of the blood rush 

forward to my hands. 

 

C. 
Gram Glenn was the state's fastest runner in the hundred yard dash, and he was the odds-on favorite to 

win this heat. 

 

D. I was still trying to recover from the pulled hamstring I had suffered during training a month before. 

 

15. Choose the correct verb for the sentence below. 

Our understanding of physics, one of the earliest academic disciplines, _______ to evolve with each 
new discovery. 

 

A. continuing 

 

B. continues 

 

C. to continue 

 

D. continue 

 

16. Choose the correct subject for the sentence below. 

_______ has always been very good at painting and sculpting. 

 

A. Oliver 

 

B. Children 

 

C. Jess and Susie 

 

D. The kids 

 

17. Which sentence below demonstrates incorrect subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. 
Many paid money to see the "egress" and followed the "egress" sign not knowing that in Latin, "egress" 

means "exit." 

 

B. In one hoax, he display a sign to carnival and circus audiences that read, "This way to the egress." 

 

C. P.T. Barnum is an American showman who entertained with a series of hoaxes. 

 

D. 
Another claim to Barnum's fame was that he created what later became known as Ringling Brothers and 

Barnum and Bailey Circus. 

 

 



18. Which sentence below demonstrates correct subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. Mindy and Wilma were running to catch the bus, but it left without them. 

 

B. Mindy and Wilma am running to catch the bus, but it left without them. 

 

C. Mindy and Wilma was running to catch the bus, but it left without them. 

 

D. Mindy and Wilma runs to catch the bus, but it left without them. 

 

19. Which sentence below demonstrates correct subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. Each one of the singers in the choir has a beautiful voice. 

 

B. Each one of the singers in the choir possess a beautiful voice. 

 

C. Each one of the singers in the choir do have a beautiful voice. 

 

D. Each one of the singers in the choir have a beautiful voice. 

 

20. Which sentence below demonstrates correct subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. A book is like a friend who come back to visit from time to time. 

 

B. The group of ideas floating around in my head need to come out. 

 

C. The problems, which is relatively minor, exists due to my own making. 

 

D. A favorite poem of mine remains Rudyard Kipling's "As the Bell Clinks." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Subject-Verb Agreement #2 

1. Choose the correct verb for the sentence below. 

Kelly _______ all the secret passageways in the rambling old house.  

 

A. knows 

 

B. walk 

 

C. understand 

 

D. see 

 

2. Which sentence below demonstrates incorrect subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. Karen was the only person Dawn told about Maria's secret. 

 

B. The thing that hurt the worst was the look on Maria's face when she approached Dawn and asked, "Why?" 

 

C. When rumors runs wild, Dawn doesn't know who to blame, but she feels awful. 

 

D. Dawn didn't want to think that Karen could betray her trust that way. 

 

3. Choose the correct complete subject for the sentence below. 

_______ agree that the race was as challenging as initially advertised. 

 

A. Neither the winner nor the loser 

 

B. Neither the winner nor the losers 

 

C. Neither the losers nor the winner 

 

D. Neither the loser nor the winner 

 

4. Choose the correct verb for the sentence below. 

The doctor on staff who has performed the most surgeries _______ Dr. Watson. 

 

A. are 

 

B. is 

 

C. were 

 

D. be 

 

 

 

 



5. Which sentence below demonstrates incorrect subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. 
The Blackburn Committee decide which student is the most qualified and most deserves the Covington 

Scholarship. 

 

B. 
There is also a Covington Scholarship available for graduate students as well, but the requirements are 

different. 

 

C. The scholarship not only covers college tuition for four years, but it includes the cost of books as well. 

 

D. 
They review each applicant based on test scores, school grades, and active participation in the 

community. 

 

6. Which sentence below demonstrates incorrect subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. All of the noteworthy happenings takes priority in the news. 

 

B. Reduced hours of sleep in turn reduce mental sharpness during the day. 

 

C. Each hour of the day seems to pass faster than the next. 

 

D. Of all the possible solutions, the most obvious tend to be overlooked. 

 

7. Choose the correct verb for the sentence below. 

Either Travis or Kevin _______ every match.  

 

A. lose 

 

B. throw 

 

C. concede 

 

D. wins 

 

8. Which sentence below demonstrates incorrect subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. 
Even though they are not operational, many people still flock to see the old court and hospital buildings in 

the Patton District. 

 

B. 
The city's growth since 1918 is phenomenal, but the traditional architecture in the Patton District is part of 

the city's history. 

 

C. 
In stark contrast, the new Fausto skyscraper located downtown looks like something from the Star Wars 

universe. 

 

D. 
As a testament to their relevance today, the buildings from 1918 still stands and is considered historic 

landmarks. 

 

 

 

 



9. Which sentence below demonstrates incorrect subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. Citizens, who are residents and townspeople, have the right to cast a ballot on election day. 

 

B. All citizens, residents, and townspeople have a right to cast a ballot on election day. 

 

C. Each citizen, resident, and townsperson have a right to cast a ballot on election day. 

 

D. Citizens, including each resident and townsperson, have the right to cast a ballot on election day. 

 

10. In which of the following sentences do the subject and verb agree?  

 

A. The paintings on display at the art museum seems priceless. 

 

B. The paintings on display at the art museum is priceless. 

 

C. The paintings on display at the art museum are priceless. 

 

D. The paintings on display at the art museum was priceless. 

 

11. Which sentence below demonstrates correct subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. The price and the location each depend on the availability of the tickets. 

 

B. The teachers and the students both knows the educational requirements. 

 

C. Cell phones and laptop computers each requires high-output batteries. 

 

D. Both comes to us on a regular basis to discuss the expectations of the day. 

 

12.  

Among the most widely quoted authors is the American philosopher and scholar Henry David 
Thoreau. 

 

What change should be made to correct the problem of subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. Change is to are. 

 

B. No change is necessary. 

 

C. Change authors to author. 

 

D. Change is to were. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13. Choose the correct subject for the sentence below. 

_______ listen to the instructions carefully.  

 

A. Students 

 

B. My cousin 

 

C. Mrs. Chambers 

 

D. Sheila 

 

14. Which sentence below demonstrates correct subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. There were once an old man who lived way up in the hills as a hermit. 

 

B. There is something about the midnight sky that excites my imagination. 

 

C. There are a concern because we have noticed strange happenings. 

 

D. There is answers that will be given tomorrow when the time is right. 

 

15. Choose the correct subject for the sentence below. 

_______ are among the great American writers who influenced American culture in the nineteenth 
century. 

 

A. Twain together with Emerson and Thoreau 

 

B. Twain, Emerson, and Thoreau 

 

C. Twain, Emerson, or Thoreau 

 

D. Twain as well as Emerson and Thoreau 

 

16. Which sentence below demonstrates correct subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. Delores is sailing in a yacht race this weekend. 

 

B. Delores be sailing in a yacht race this weekend. 

 

C. Delores are sailing in a yacht race this weekend. 

 

D. Delores am sailing in a yacht race this weekend. 

 

17. Which sentence below demonstrates incorrect subject-verb agreement?  

 

A. Each household and resident of this great town is entitled to an informed and educated opinion. 

 

B. Every planet and celestial body represents an undiscovered country yet to be explored. 

 

C. Every man, woman, and child have a right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

 

D. Each debate and discussion between us contains too many words and not enough thought. 

 



18. Choose the correct verb for the sentence below. 

Each of the students _______ responsible for completing his or her homework on time and correctly. 

 

A. is 

 

B. are 

 

C. be 

 

D. being 

 

19. Choose the correct complete subject for the sentence below. 

_______ observes silently while the doings of the night transpire below.  

 

A. A parliament of owls 

 

B. A parliaments of owls 

 

C. A parliament of owl 

 

D. A parliaments of owl 

 

20. Choose the correct verbs for the sentence below. 

Both the Sun and the Moon _______ once thought to revolve around the Earth, which _______ 
considered the center of the universe. 

 

A. was; were 

 

B. are; is 

 

C. were; was 

 

D. is; are 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pronouns (lesson) 
A pronoun takes the place of a noun. It refers back to the noun that it replaces. That noun is called 

the antecedent. Writers need to use the correct pronouns to make their writing easy to understand. 

 
Pronouns must agree in number. 
 
If the pronoun takes the place of a singular noun, you have to use a singular pronoun. 

 
Incorrect: 

The horse entered the winner's circle after they won the race. 

Correct: 
The horse entered the winner's circle after it won the race. 
The horse and the jockey entered the winner's circle after they won the race. 

 
The words everybody, anybody, anyone, each, neither, nobody, someone, and somebody are 
singular and take singular pronouns. 

 
Incorrect: 

Anyone can make their dreams come true. 

Correct: 
Anyone can make his dreams come true. 
 
 

Incorrect: 
Neither of the dancers performed their best during the competition. 

Correct: 
Neither of the dancers performed her best during the competition. 

 
 

Pronouns must agree in voice/person. 
 
When writing, stick to one voice. For example, if you are the first person (I), do not confuse your 
reader by switching to the second person (you) or third person (he, she, they, it, etc.). Similarly, if you 
are using the second person, do not switch to first or third. 
 
Incorrect: 

When a person takes a pill, you should take it with water. 

Correct: 
When a person takes a pill, he or she should take it with water. 

 
 

Pronouns must clearly refer to a specific noun. 
Unclear: 

Although Jason and Mike were annoyed by the referee's bad call, he did not yell or scream. 
Is "he" Jason, Mike, or the referee? 

 

Unclear: 
They have to get approval from the mayor's office. 
Who are "they"? 

 

 
 
Unclear: 



Jeremy will be making his debut in the play next week, which should be entertaining. 
What will be entertaining, the play or the fact that Jeremy will be in the play? 

 

Unclear: 
Raven moved to Hollywood. This may be her only chance at fame and fortune. 
What word does "this" refer to? 

 

Unclear: 
Bobby's dog has a new bandana, and it is the cutest thing ever! 
What does "it" refer to, Bobby's dog or the bandana? 

 
 

Personal Pronouns 
Personal pronouns refer to specific people or things. 

The Forms and Functions of Personal Pronouns 

 
1st 
Person 

2nd 
Person 

3rd 
Person 
Masculine 

3rd 
Person 
Feminine 

3rd 
Person 
Neuter 

Subjective Case 
Singular 
doer of action 

I you he she it 

Subjective Case Plural 
doer of action 

we you they they they 

Objective Case Singular 
receiver of action 

me you him her it 

Objective Case Plural 
receiver of action 

us you them them them 

Possessive Case 
Singular 
w/out noun 

mine yours his hers its 

Possessive Case Plural 
w/out noun 

ours yours theirs theirs their 

Possessive Case 
Singular 
with noun 

my your his her its 

Possessive Case Plural 
with noun 

our your their their their 

Compound Personal 
(Reflexive and Intensive) 
Singular 

myself yourself himself herself itself 

Compound Personal 
(Reflexive and Intensive) 
Plural 

ourselves yourselves themselves themselves themselves 

 

 

 

 

 



Pronouns (practice) 

1.  

Though we weren't enthusiastic about our U.S. history research project, once Sean and _______ 
learned more about the pilgrims of Plymouth Colony, we were impressed by how peaceful and 
friendly they were with the Wampanoag Indians. 

 

Which word belongs in the blank?  

 

A. myself 

 

B. me 

 

C. my 

 

D. I 

 

2.      Curtis stood just outside the back door of his house. He had spent more than an hour setting up 
his booby trap. If someone opened the door, a string attached to the knob would trigger a chain 
reaction that would end with a bucket of water emptying onto someone's head. He called out to his 
sisters and waited to watch his contraption soak whoever walked through the door. 
 

Which underlined word, if any, demonstrates an error?  

 

A. his 

 

B. whoever 

 

C. he 

 

D. No error 

 

3.  

The winner of the writing contest was Shannon, who we all recognize as a great poet. 

 

What is the best way to rewrite this sentence?  

 

A. The winner of the writing contest was Shannon, whomever we all recognize as a great poet. 

 

B. The winner of the writing contest was Shannon, whoever we all recognize as a great poet. 

 

C. The winner of the writing contest was Shannon, whom we all recognize as a great poet. 

 

D. The winner of the writing contest was Shannon, which we all recognize as a great poet. 

 

 



4.  

Since Mom knows that I don't like to share with my brother, she gave separate Nintendo DSi's to him 
and me for Christmas. 

 

What is the best way to write the underlined part of the sentence?  

 

A. Leave as is 

 

B. he and me 

 

C. him and I 

 

D. he and I 

 

5.  

After spending three hours mowing yards with Jack to earn some extra money, him and me went to 
my house for some ice cream.  

 

What is the best way to write the underlined part of the sentence?  

 

A. he and I 

 

B. Leave as is 

 

C. he and me 

 

D. him and I 

 

6.  

The business will need to leave the business' office building and move to another location. 

 

What is the best way to rewrite this sentence?  

 

A. The business will need to leave thems office building and move to another location. 

 

B. The business will need to leave its office building and move to another location. 

 

C. The business will need to leave his or her office building and move to another location. 

 

D. The business will need to leave their office building and move to another location. 

 

 

 



7.  

Bryan feels confident that Bryan will get the lead role in the drama club's spring musical because 
Bryan's vocal coach has been very enthusiastic about Bryan's progress. 

 

What is the best way to rewrite this sentence?  

 

A. 
Bryan feels confident that him will get the lead role in the drama club's spring musical because their vocal 

coach has been very enthusiastic about his progress. 

 

B. 
Bryan feels confident that he will get the lead role in the drama club's spring musical because his vocal 

coach has been very enthusiastic about him's progress. 

 

C. 
Bryan feels confident that he will get the lead role in the drama club's spring musical because his vocal 

coach has been very enthusiastic about his progress. 

 

D. 
Bryan feels confident that himself will get the lead role in the drama club's spring musical because his 

vocal coach has been very enthusiastic about his progress. 

 

8.  

Everybody needs to write a 5-page research paper and turn the 5-page research paper into 
everybody's teacher no later than May 5. 

 

What is the best way to rewrite this sentence?  

 

A. Everybody needs to write a 5-page research paper and turn it in to their teacher no later than May 5. 

 

B. 
Everybody needs to write a 5-page research paper and turn him in to his or her teacher no later than May 

5. 

 

C. 
Everybody needs to write a 5-page research paper and turn it in to themselves' teacher no later than May 

5. 

 

D. Everybody needs to write a 5-page research paper and turn it in to his or her teacher no later than May 5. 

 

9. Which sentence demonstrates CORRECT pronoun use?  

 

A. Please don't take that camera with you because it belongs to myself; I must have left it here by mistake. 

 

B. Howard, Irene, and myself were the only people standing at the bus stop on Monday morning. 

 

C. Janice bought a birthday present for herself just to be sure that she got what she wanted. 

 

D. The tour guide was very friendly, and he even offered to take Ron and myself on another tour for free. 

 

 

 



10.  

As James flipped through the yearbook, he saw a photograph of _______ at the winter dance, but he 
didn't remember anyone taking his picture that night. 

Which word belongs in the blank?  

 

A. himself 

 

B. him 

 

C. his 

 

D. he 

11. Which sentence demonstrates CORRECT pronoun use?  

 

A. Him and his brother will get in big trouble when their mother sees the mess they made. 

 

B. This rainy weather will make the construction project difficult for he and his staff. 

 

C. Excited by the thumping music, her and her friends danced for hours at the party. 

 

D. Mandy wants to go to the mall with Kelly, Becky, and me, but we don't want to invite her. 

12.      Carl Sagan, a professor at Cornell University, became a popular scientific figure after his 13-
part television program, Cosmos, became a hit on public television in the 1980s. The show introduced 
topics such as evolution, black holes, time travel, and space exploration to a general audience. It also 
inspired the spin-off book by the same name, which is still in print. Sagan received numerous awards 
for his life's work, but he died in 1996 from pneumonia. 
 

Which underlined word, if any, demonstrates an error?  

 

A. his 

 

B. it 

 

C. No error 

 

D. he 

13.  

Sir Alexander Fleming, Dr. Howard Florey, and Dr. Ernest Chain received the Nobel Prize in 1945 
for _______ work on discovering, testing, and producing penicillin as an antibiotic. 

 

Which word belongs in the blank?  

 

A. our 

 

B. their 

 

C. his 

 

D. her 



14. Which sentence demonstrates CORRECT pronoun use?  

 

A. Another employee will set up their desk next to mine on the third floor. 

 

B. Every company needs to announce his or her earnings and profits for the quarter. 

 

C. Most mothers want to protect her children from dangerous people. 

 

D. Nobody knows his or her future, so you have to make the best decisions you can. 

15.  

Each contestant in the men's wrestling tournament will need to bring _______ registration form to the 
front desk on the day of competition. 

Which word belongs in the blank?  

 

A. they 

 

B. her 

 

C. his 

 

D. their 

16. Which sentence demonstrates CORRECT pronoun use?  

 

A. You definitely want to encourage her to give more money to you and he. 

 

B. I expect they to complain about the long lines at the bank today. 

 

C. I will invite them to come with us to the amusement park. 

 

D. The guard will allow the prisoners to perform for you and I. 

17.  

All the students in the CPR and first aid class will get _______ certification card from the American 
Heart Association when the class is over. 

Which word belongs in the blank?  

 

A. he or she 

 

B. their 

 

C. they 

 

D. his or her 

 

 

 

 



18.  

 
 

Arnold told Chad that he needed to get a haircut. 

 

What is the best way to rewrite this sentence to avoid ambiguity?  

 

A. Arnold thought Chad needed to get a haircut and told him so. 

 

B. Arnold told Chad that Chad's needed a haircut. 

 

C. Arnold told Chad that him needed to get a haircut. 

 

D. Chad needed to get a haircut, and Arnold told Chad that he needed one. 

 

19.  

Either Janice Leeman or Kelly Patrio should win the Best Actress award for their performances in 
Silent Danger. 

 

What is the best way to write the underlined part of the sentence?  

 

A. for her performance 

 

B. for his or her performance 

 

C. for theirs performances 

 

D. Leave as is 

 

20.  

Because I have worked as a registered nurse for ten years, my neighbor asked _______ to care for 
her sick father while she went out of town overnight. 

 

Which word belongs in the blank?  

 

A. me 

 

B. my 

 

C. myself 

 

D. I 

 



Conclusions and Inferences (lesson) 

When you make inferences or draw conclusions, you make judgments and decisions about 

things not directly stated in the passage. Through a process of logic, you use details provided by the 

author along with what you know of real life to make conclusions and inferences. 

 

 

The author of a passage may not tell you everything directly. Some authors “show” something by using 

specific details. You should use details as clues to help you figure things out. 

 

Imagine that you are in a lobby of a building that does not have windows. You see people walking in 

with damp clothes. Some people are wiping water off their glasses. Some people have squeaky shoes 

that leave water footprints. You should know that it is raining outside even though no one has told you 

it is raining. You can just tell from the evidence around you. 

 

To make inferences using a reading passage, follow these tips: 

 Read a passage carefully. 

 Look for details about what a person does. What do the person’s actions tell you? What can 

you conclude about the person’s traits? 

 Look for details that describe a place or event. Based on real life, what do those details tell 

you? 

 Look for facts given in a nonfiction passage. Ask yourself, what do those facts mean overall? 

What do the facts tell me about the subject? 

 Analyze the way the author discusses and describes the topic. What can you tell about the 

author from his or her writing? How does the author probably feel about the topic? 

 Make an inference or conclusion about something in the passage. Find the details that led you 

to that conclusion. If you can't find evidence to support your conclusion, then you need to 

make a new one. 

Example: 
"The Moghul period in Indian history is notable for several reasons. One is the abundance of surviving 

documented sources about the dynasty. A second is the unity that the dynasty brought, so rare in 

Indian history and not enjoyed since the reign of Harsha nearly a thousand years earlier. Thus the 

Moghuls gave the subcontinent an administrative framework that became the basis of government for 

the British and later for independent India. A third is the succession of capable rulers who were also 

lavish patrons of art, bequeathing to posterity numerous archaeological monuments and works of art. 

Finally, early Moghul emperors worked to realize some religious reconciliation between Hindus and 

Muslims, in contrast to earlier Muslim conquerors, most of whom had been opposed to Hinduism and 

had pursued a divisive religious policy." 

—World History: Volume II: Since 1500 

Question: What can the reader conclude about the Moghuls in India based on information in this 

passage? 

Think: 

Look at the details that describe the Moghul rule in India. Think about what those details 

mean. Here are some details that stand out: 

 The Moghuls brought unity to India. 

 The Moghuls wanted Hindus and Muslims to reconcile. 

 

Answer: The Moghuls promoted peace in India. This conclusion is supported by the fact that the 

Moghuls brought unity to India and sought religious tolerance. 

 

 



 

Drawing Conclusions and Making Inferences Practice 

 
The Booker Prize 

     The Man Booker Prize for Fiction is awarded every year to the author of the best original full-
length novel in the English language. Winners must be residents of Ireland or the Commonwealth of 
Nations that includes 53 countries like India, Pakistan, the United Kingdom, and Canada. The Booker 
Prize winner is almost guaranteed international attention, so it is considered a great distinction to win 
the Booker, as well as make the longlist or shortlist of nominees. 
     The Prize was originally called the “Booker-McConnell” after the company that sponsored it in 
1968. It became known as “the Booker” or the “Booker prize.” In 2002, the administration of the prize 
was transferred to the Booker Prize Foundation and the title sponsor became the Man Group. 
     The panel of advisors for the Booker includes an author, a literary agent, a librarian, two 
publishers, and a chairperson from the Booker Foundation. They select the judges for the award from 
leading academics, writers, public figures, and literary critics. The average number of books actually 
considered for the prize is around 130. 
     British Indian author Salman Rushdie won the Booker in 1981 for his novel Midnight’s Children. In 
1993, he was honored with the Booker of Bookers Prize for having the best novel to win the prize in 
the 25 years it had been given out. Most recently, Midnight’s Children was honored with The Best of 
the Booker in 2008 to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the prize. 
     There is also a Man Booker International prize given out every two years to an author of any 
nationality. This award was established in 2005 and awards authors for their body of work, rather than 
one book.  

1. The reader can infer from the passage that  

 

A. Rushdie is internationally known for his poetry. 

 

B. Rushdie is no longer writing full-length novels. 

 

C. Rushdie's Midnight's Children is a highly-respected novel. 

 

D. Rushdie's novels are written only for award recognition. 

2. Which statement from the passage above supports the inference that the Booker Foundation is becoming even 

more inclusive?  

 

A. 
"Winners must be residents of Ireland or the Commonwealth of Nations that includes 53 countries like 

India, Pakistan, the United Kingdom, and Canada." 

 

B. 
"The Booker Prize winner is almost guaranteed international attention, so it is considered a great 

distinction to win the Booker, as well as make the longlist or shortlist of nominees." 

 

C. "The Prize was originally called the "Booker-McConnell" after the company that sponsored it in 1968." 

 

D. 
"There is also a Man Booker International Prize given out every two years to an author of any 

nationality." 

 

 

3. The reader can tell from the passage that  



 

A. publishers don't respect Prize winners. 

 

B. competition for the Booker is pretty stiff. 

 

C. the Booker is the easiest literature prize to win. 

 

D. the Booker wasn't really respected until 2005. 

 
Sisterly Advice: "Dear Abby" and "Ann Landers" 

     Few people probably would have guessed that identical twin sisters Esther "Eppie" Pauline 
Friedman Lederer and Pauline “Popo” Esther Friedman Phillips would grow up to become two of the 
most influential advice columnists in the world. “Dear Abby” and “Ann Landers” were both known by 
their millions of daily readers for their quick wit and sage wisdom.  
     The pair grew up in Sioux City, Iowa and attended Morningside College where they both worked 
on the newspaper staff. In 1939, at the age of 21, the Friedman sisters married in a joint ceremony. 
The original “Ann Landers” was started in 1942 by a nurse named Ruth Crowley. She wrote the 
column until her death in 1955. After she won a contest, Esther Lederer assumed the “Ann Landers” 
pen name and eventually won the copyright to it. 
     Pauline Phillips founded “Dear Abby” in 1956. A rift between the twins developed when Life 
magazine reported that Phillips had offered the column to the Sioux City Journal at a discounted rate 
if it agreed not to run “Ann Landers.” Although they publicly reconciled in 1964, it is said the bitter 
rivalry continued behind closed doors for decades. In 1995, Phillips began to suffer from the onset of 
Alzheimer’s disease and her daughter, Jeanine, assumed the Abigail Van Buren pen name. “Dear 
Abby” has been in publication for more than 50 years and still read daily by more than 110 million 
people. 
     Lederer was in good health most of her life and wrote “Ann Landers” until her death in 2002. She 
chose not to have another writer assume the pen name. Jeanine Phillips wrote a tribute to “Ann 
Landers” in “Dear Abby” shortly after her passing. Lederer’s daughter, Margo Howard, said the 
women had not been in contact for years, and she believes Phillips just wrote the tribute for money.  
     Howard wrote an advice column of her own called “Dear Prudence” for several years. Currently, 
she pens “Dear Margo.”  

4. The author wants the reader to assume that  

 

A. "Dear Prudence" didn't do well, so it was canceled. 

 

B. "Ann Landers" was the more popular columnist. 

 

C. Lederer and Phillips had never gotten along anyway. 

 

D. Lederer and Phillips once had a close relationship. 

5. Which statement from the passage is the best evidence of Phillips and Lederer's relationship as of 2002?  

 

A. 
" 'Dear Abby' and 'Ann Landers' were both known by their millions of daily readers for their quick wit 

and sage wisdom." 

 

B. 
"Lederer's daughter, Margo Howard, said the women had not been in contact for years, and she believes 

Phillips just wrote the tribute for money." 

 

C. 
" 'Dear Abby' has been in publication for more than 50 years and still read daily by more than 110 million 

people." 

 

D. 
"Although they publicly reconciled in 1964, it is said the bitter rivalry continued behind closed doors for 

decades." 

6. From the passage, the reader can infer  



 

A. Margo was angry her mother didn't pass "Ann Landers" on. 

 

B. Lederer started "Ann Landers" to compete with "Dear Abby." 

 

C. publication of "Ann Landers" ceased in 2002. 

 

D. Margo now writes the "Dear Abby" column, too. 

 
     Is your living room plain and boring? Do visitors enter your home without noticing any décor? If so, 
then you need to make over your living room. A beautiful living room will appeal to everyone. It is not 
only the first room visitors see but also the place a family spends time together. With a little creativity 
and a little planning, anyone can achieve great results on a budget. 
     Come to the Living Room Decorating class at Farmers Community College this Saturday from 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. A professional interior designer will show you how to pick out colors, fabrics, 
and accessories that create a unified look. You will learn about choosing themes and bringing 
elements together. You will also learn more about techniques involved in painting, wallpapering, and 
flooring. The instructor will have tips that will help you save money on every step of the decorating 
project. 
     Creating a unique living room takes some work, but it is worth it to show off the most important 
room in your house. Don’t let money stand in the way of you and your dream living room. Call 555-
555-5555 to reserve a spot in this class today.  

7. The reader can tell that the class is generally meant for  

 

A. people who own houses. 

 

B. construction workers. 

 

C. college students. 

 

D. women who have kids. 

Very Superstitious 

     In sports, athletes often have to rely on luck almost as much as they rely on their skills. 
Sometimes, being able to take advantage of good luck is the best skill an athlete can have. Since 
athletes rely so heavily on luck, many of them are superstitious. 
     Many sports superstitions deal with clothing. If a professional bowler wins a game, it is likely that 
he or she will continue to wear the same clothes until he or she loses. Many bowlers believe that 
wearing the same clothes will help them continue a winning streak. In football, wearing a uniform with 
double numbers on it brings good luck. In both rodeo and tennis, wearing yellow brings bad luck.  

8. After reading this article, what inference can the reader make about athletes?  

 

A. Only unsuccessful athletes give in to superstitions. 

 

B. Superstitious athletes perform better than other athletes do. 

 

C. Some athletes think superstitions will help them win. 

 

D. Football players do not have any superstitions. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Manner in Which We Eat 



 

     Just as people’s taste in food differs from one part of the globe to another, people’s table manners 
differ as well. Where developed nations share similar table manners, undeveloped or tribal nations 
differ greatly. Many of these manners developed because of cultural traditions. These traditions vary 
widely, though many are relaxed when dining in an informal setting. 
      Cultures that use utensils practice manners that govern the proper way to eat with these utensils. 
Cultures that eat without utensils have specific manners that dictate how a diner may use hands and 
fingers politely. A host from Japan may consider it extremely rude to stick one’s chopsticks vertically 
into a bowl of rice. This symbolizes the way in which members of the Japanese culture offer incense 
to the dead. A host in India may consider it an insult if one eats or shares food with his or her left 
hand. Indian culture views the left hand as traditionally unclean. 
      The manner in which diners conduct themselves at the table is also culturally diverse. For 
example, Middle Eastern cultures consider it polite to burp or belch after a filling meal. Other cultures 
outside the Middle East may find this habit insulting. Some cultures may find it insulting that men and 
women in developed countries eat at the same time and at the same table. Even the idea that 
children should eat with adults may be offensive to some more traditional cultures that prefer to have 
children eat at a separate table or after adults have finished their meals. 
      The most widely shared table manners are those of the European style, as European nations 
brought these practices, and in large part forced them, onto other cultures during the time of western 
Colonialism. These table manners have changed over time to reflect the individual tastes and 
traditions of the culture. American and British table manners, even though the countries share a 
common cultural heritage, are distinctly different. To Americans, the British hold their forks upside 
down, and vice versa. Whereas most European nations traditionally eat with a knife and fork, Filipinos 
traditionally eat with a knife and spoon. So even within cultures that possess similar decorum, there 
are noted differences. It is amazing to see how customs may differ from culture to culture, and for a 
person who travels often, dining politely from culture to culture can be often nerve-wracking.  

9. The reader can infer that a successful diplomat who travels often would need  

 

A. to avoid eating the food of the cultures he or she visits. 

 

B. to take the time to see all the scenic sights along the way. 

 

C. to carry both chopsticks and handiwipes in his or her bag. 

 

D. to be fluent in the customs of many cultures he or she visits. 

 

10. From this passage, a person can conclude that  

 

A. developed nations civilized underdeveloped ones. 

 

B. cultural etiquette is as diverse as cultural traditions. 

 

C. some cultures are just more primitive than others. 

 

D. eating with one's hands is messy and simply rude. 

 
(1)     She hadn't planned on coming at all. Beth had said she must. It would be just fabulous, and 
besides, she just didn't get out enough. She preferred to stay at home. It was such a big house for 
just herself, but it never seemed lonely to her. She liked the house so much better now, still and quiet. 
She rather enjoyed being home alone; there were no needs to meet but her own. She would never 
tell anybody, but she could not imagine a single reason why she should be worse off now. She 
wished she had stayed home tonight. But Beth was a friend of the family (what a strange way to put 
it) and had a way of making her feel like she was wrong. So she had come. Come to some people 



she didn't know, to some house she didn't know, to spill wine on their carpet. 
(2)     On the way to the party, Beth didn't stop talking. At first (a little over a year ago now) when Beth 
would come over to talk, she didn't mind. Always sympathetic, always with a cake or flowers, Beth 
would come. Beth was truly sorry, seemed to want to help her, to be a friend, though she needed 
none. In truth, Beth was no more a friend than anyone else, just more tolerable. But it became 
annoying when Beth would say, "You don't go out enough; you should come to lunch sometime; 
really, are you feeling okay?" 
 

11. What can the reader infer from the information in paragraph 2?  

 

A. Beth pretends to be the woman's friend. 

 

B. The woman appreciates Beth's friendship. 

 

C. The woman met Beth at a big party. 

 

D. Beth is not a particularly close friend. 

 

12. Based on the information in the passage, the reader can infer that the woman  

 

A. tries to help Beth at her job. 

 

B. suffers from a terrible disease. 

 

C. has purchased a big new house. 

 

D. has recently lost a loved one. 

 
Skiing 

     Skiing is a sport of sliding over snow on skis—long, narrow, flexible runners. 

 
 

Equipment 
 
     Once made of highly polished wood, most skis are now made of plastics, polyurethane foam, and 
other materials. They come in many different sizes and styles, depending on whether their intended 
use is cross-country, downhill, or backcountry skiing or ski jumping. The bindings that attach the ski to 
the boot vary as well. Most skiers also use a pair of poles, each of which has a wrist strap on the top, 
a sharp tip on the bottom, and a circular ring about 4 in. (10 cm) from the tip to prevent it from sinking 
into the snow. The bottoms of skis may be waxed for maximum glide in varying snow conditions. 
 
Types of Events 
 
     Traditional competitive skiing comprises four events: (1) downhill, a steep descent in a race 
against time; (2) slalom, raced on a sharply twisting course marked off by flags; (3) the ski jump, in 
which contestants leap from specially prepared jump slopes and are judged on both distance and 



form; and (4) cross-country, in which skiers race over a long course on which the terrain and 
obstacles test stamina and maneuverability. The first two are known as Alpine events, the latter two 
as Nordic events. 
 
History 
 
     Although its origin is obscure, skiing was a vital means of transportation and a valuable military 
skill in Scandinavia, where skis more than 4,000 years old have been discovered. Skiing was 
introduced into Central Europe at the close of the 16th century. In the last half of the 19th century, 
Norway held two-day carnivals that included races and jumping. It is uncertain whether Americans 
learned skiing from natives or whether it was brought to America by Norwegian and Swedish 
immigrants in the mid-19th century. The first U.S. ski club was formed in 1872, and the National Ski 
Association was founded in 1904. In 1924 the Fédération Internationale de Ski was founded, and 
skiing became part of the first Winter Olympics. 
     Skiing enjoyed a tremendous boom in the United States as a recreational sport from the 1930s, 
spurred by the Winter Olympics at Lake Placid, New York (1932 and 1988), and at Squaw Valley, 
California (1960), and by the development of ski tows and lifts, which can place skiers at the summit 
of a run in minutes. Artificial snowmaking machines and the construction of runs of varying levels of 
difficulty have also contributed to the sport's expansion.  

13. Which of the following statements supports the conclusion that people have different choices for ski 

equipment?  

 

A. 
"It is uncertain whether Americans learned skiing from natives or whether it was brought to America by 

Norwegian and Swedish immigrants in the mid 19th century." 

 

B. 
"They come in many different sizes and styles, depending on whether their intended use is cross-country, 

downhill, or backcountry skiing or ski jumping." 

 

C. 
"Although its origin is obscure, skiing was a vital means of transportation and a valuable military skill in 

Scandinavia, where skis more than 4,000 years old have been discovered." 

 

D. "The bottoms of skis may be waxed for maximum glide in varying snow conditions." 

 

14. Which idea from the article shows that innovations have improved the popularity of skiing?  

 

A. The rings on skiing poles keep them from sinking into the snow. 

 

B. Competitive skiing is made up of four separate events. 

 

C. Skis can be made of either polished wood or plastics. 

 

D. Ski lifts and artificial snow have helped the sport expand. 

 
     Sewing machines can be found in many homes today, and shows like Project Runway and Launch 
My Line have helped to revive the popularity of home sewing. However, for many years, the sewing 
machine was nothing more than an idea. British inventor Thomas Saint applied for the first sewing 
machine patent in 1791, but he never created a working model based on his design. In 1830, a 
French tailor named Barthélemy Thimonnier patented a sewing machine and opened a factory with 
80 machines to produce uniforms for the French army. Thimonnier's factory was soon destroyed by 
French tailors who were fearful of losing their jobs to the new technology. For several decades, the 
future of the sewing machine remained in limbo. 
      Isaac Singer, an American engineer, was granted a patent in 1851 for a sewing machine that 
combined elements from earlier, commercially unsuccessful models invented by other engineers. 



Singer was sued several times by other engineers, but his machines soon became synonymous with 
home sewing. The sewing machine became popular in the United States during the 1850s, and the 
Sewing Machine War began as companies and individuals sued one another over patent rights. The 
legal battles continued into the 20th century, but this competition did not hamper the popularity or the 
increasing efficiency of the sewing machine. 
      The first electric sewing machines were produced by the Singer Sewing Co. in 1889. As electricity 
became more common in the United States, electric machines replaced the older hand-cranked 
models. Sewing machine manufacturers began to produce smaller and more efficient machines. In 
1987, an Israel-based company called Orisol introduced the first computerized sewing machines. 
Although the Orisol machines were initially designed to produce shoes only, the computerized design 
was soon adapted for use in other models. Today, many home sewing machines use computerized 
technology, and this allows amateur sewing enthusiasts to produce complex designs that were once 
only available to professional tailors.  

15. Based on information in this passage, the reader can conclude that  

 

A. the Orisol company produces more sewing machines than the Singer Sewing Co. 

 

B. Orisol sewing machines have become the most popular machines in the U.S. 

 

C. electric sewing machines have been completely replaced by computers. 

 

D. people who use sewing machines have benefited from advances in technology. 

 



 

Main Idea and Supporting Details 

The main idea of a passage is the idea that most of the passage covers. It is the 

basic point that the author wants to convey to the reader. In simpler terms, the main 

idea is the idea that the passage is mostly about. The sentences that explain, 

describe, or support the main idea are called supporting details. 

 

 

The main idea can range from an idea that the author wants the reader to agree with in 

a newspaper article to a main event that takes place in a story. Each passage you read, 

whether it is 5 sentences or 500 pages, has a main idea. When you are looking for the 

main idea, ask yourself: 

 Why did the author write this passage? 

 What is the point he/she is trying to make? 

 What is the passage mostly about?  

 What idea is conveyed in the passage? 

Once you have found the main idea, check it against the passage. The sentences in the 

passage should support, describe, or explain this idea. These sentences are supporting 

details. They are used to make the author's main idea stronger. If the sentences do not 

support what you think is the main idea, then you likely need to analyze the text further. 

Look over the sentences again and see what point or idea they are trying to explain. 

Note: Main idea and topic are not the same thing. A topic is a general category, like 

the paparazzi or global warming. A main idea is a specific idea about that topic, like 

"The paparazzi should not be allowed to follow celebrities in their cars," or "Global 

warming is already impacting the North and South Poles." 

 

 

Example: 
 

      "Most businesspeople engaged in international trade underestimate the importance of 

social and cultural differences, but these differences can derail an important transaction. 

For example, when Big Boy opened a restaurant in Bangkok, it quickly became popular 

with European and American tourists, but the local Thais refused to eat there. Instead, 

they placed gifts of rice and incense at the feet of the Big Boy statue (a chubby boy 

holding a hamburger) because it reminded them of Buddha. In Japan, customers were 

forced to tiptoe around a logo painted on the floor at the entrance to an Athlete’s Foot 

store because in Japan, it is considered taboo to step on a crest. And in Russia, consumers 

found the American-style energetic happiness of McDonald’s employees insincere and 

offensive when the company opened its first stores there." 

—Business: A Changing World 

 

What is the main idea of this passage? 

 

Unanticipated cultural differences can affect a company's business in other countries. 

 



This passage informs the reader that cultural differences can hurt an American business 

that tries to operate in another country. Much of the passage gives examples of 

businesses that have lost profits due to mistakes in understanding the local culture.  

 
 

Supporting Details 

Supporting sentences offer details that support the main idea. Supporting sentences tend 

to contain specific statements of fact that offer evidence in support of the main idea. 

 

Example: 
 

(1) Mexico offers visitors a world of contrasts. (2) Its pyramids and ancient ruins are part 

of ancient history while its modern cities provide us with the best of today's technology. (3) 

Its mountains offer cool weather and rocky peaks while, only a few miles away, its beaches 

tempt us with brilliant sun and white sand. (4) Its fancy restaurants serve the most 

sophisticated continental cuisine while, across the street or down the block, sidewalk 

vendors sell the simplest of native foods. 

 Sentence 1 states the main idea of the paragraph. 

o The main idea is that Mexico has many examples of contrasts 
(differences). 

 

 Sentences 2 through 4 are supporting sentences. 

o The old pyramids and the new cities are an example of contrast.  

o The cool mountains are in contrast to the warm beaches.  

The fancy restaurants are very different from the simple street food vendors. 

 

Supporting Details 

A passage must contain details that support the main idea. These supporting details can be 

divided into two groups: major details and minor details.  

 

 

Major details -  support, explain, or describe the main idea 

 

Key words: first, also, furthermore, finally  

 

Minor details -  

 

support, explain, or describe major details 

 



Key words: for example, to be specific, that is, this means 

 

 

Picking out the major details of a textbook, article, or other source is important when taking class 

notes or doing research for a project. Minor details are not as important as major details when 

summarizing information. 

Example: 
 

"One prominent aspect of human relations in a company is morale—an employee’s attitude 

toward his or her job, employer, and colleagues. High morale contributes to high levels of 

productivity, high returns to stakeholders, and employee loyalty. For example, the Hard Rock 

Café in San Francisco has one of the lowest turnover rates in the company, partly as a result of 

caring managers as well as employee benefits such as health and dental insurance, 401(k) plans, 

tuition reimbursement, bonuses, and prizes like a Rolex watch after 10 years of employment. 

Conversely, low morale may cause high rates of absenteeism and turnover (when employees quit 

or are fired and must be replaced by new employees)." 

—Business: A Changing World 

 

Main Idea: Employee morale is an important aspect of human relations in a company. 

 

Major Supporting Details: High morale leads to high productivity, larger profits, and employee 

loyalty. Low morale leads to absenteeism and turnover. (supports the main idea that morale is 

important to a company) 

 

Minor Supporting Detail: Hard Rock Café in San Francisco gives employees a variety of 

benefits. (supports the major detail that high morale affects employee turnover) 
 
 
 

Main Idea and Supporting Details Practice 
 

     A dream is a succession of images, sounds, or emotions that the mind experiences 
during sleep. But have you ever considered what your dreams mean? A good way to 
investigate the meaning of your dreams is to write them down. And the best time to do 
this is in the morning, when the dreams are still fresh in your mind. 
     Some people find it difficult to write so early in the morning. Others complain that 
they cannot remember their dreams. However, a little practice goes a long way. Most 
people find that the more they write about their dreams, the more they remember. 
     When writing about dreams, it helps to be as specific as possible. For example, if 
you dreamed about a car, try to remember what type of car it was. Often times, it is 
these small, seemingly unimportant details that trigger other memories and other details 
from your dreams. 
     Ultimately, writing about your dreams makes you think more about them. And as you 
begin to collect a large number of dream writings, you may notice patterns or recurring 
themes. For example, certain people or places may show up often in your dreams. You 



might ask yourself why these people and places are so important to you. 
     In the end, none of us can conclusively say what dreams mean. However, this 
doesn't mean they should be ignored. In a sense, dreams are our own private 
adventures. They are unique to us, and they may say something about us. Why not try 
and learn from them?  

1. What is the main point of paragraph 2?  

 

A. Writing about dreams only works if you have a good memory. 

 

B. Writing about dreams is not as difficult as some people think. 

 

C. Writing about dreams is easier at night than in the morning. 

 

D. Writing about dreams often requires many years of hard work. 

 

2. What is the main idea of this passage?  

 

A. Most peoples' dreams are not very memorable. 

 

B. It is necessary to remember your dreams. 

 

C. Writing about dreams is a good learning experience. 

 

D. Dreams are easy to remember with practice. 

 

3. Which sentence from the passage supports the idea that dreams are unique?  

 

A. "In a sense, dreams are our own private adventures." 

 

B. "Some people find it difficult to write so early in the morning." 

 

C. "In the end, none of us can conclusively say what dreams mean." 

 

D. "Others complain that they cannot remember their dreams." 

 
      
 
      On March 15, 2004, a near-Earth asteroid was discovered by the NASA-funded 
LINEAR asteroid survey. The asteroid, called 2004 FH, is approximately 30 meters in 
diameter. On March 18, 2004, it passed about 26,000 miles above Earth's surface. This 
made it the fourth closest approach to Earth recorded. 
     Had 2004 FH hit Earth, it would have probably detonated high in the atmosphere. It 
might have produced a blast measured in hundreds of kilotons of TNT. It probably 
would not have produced any ground level effect. Despite its relatively small size, it is 
still the third largest asteroid found coming closer to Earth than the moon. The asteroid 
will not make another close approach to Earth until 2044.  

4. What is the best title for the article above?  



 

A. Asteroids Come Close Every Two Years 

 

B. Asteroid Makes Close Pass to Earth 

 

C. Astronomers Gather to Study Meteoroid 

 

D. Asteroid on Collision Course with Moon 

 
     If you are a photographer or filmmaker, the ideal time to practice your craft is during 
the "golden hour." The golden hour, which is sometimes referred to as the "magic hour," 
does not necessarily last for an entire hour. Instead, it is a phenomenon that occurs 
twice a day: once just after the sun rises, and a second time just before the sun sets. It 
is at these times that the sun's angle produces lighting effects that are favorable to 
picture taking. 
     One can guess from the name of this phenomenon that the light at these times 
appears gold in color. It also appears "softer" and "warmer" in hue. Meanwhile, the 
shadows are longer. If you've ever noticed a time of day when the length of your 
shadow is greater than the height of your body, it's probably a good time to take out 
your camera! 
     Scientifically speaking, the golden hour occurs when the sun is near the horizon. At 
this time, the intensity of the sunlight is reduced due to the fact that the light travels 
through more of the atmosphere before it reaches the eye. Meanwhile, the sky might 
appear brighter than usual, and the sun more reddish. Additionally, the sun's angle in 
relation to the Earth (which is roughly 10-12 degrees) produces longer shadows.  

5. Which sentence from the passage supports the idea that the name "golden hour" is not 

to be taken too literally?  

 

A. 
The golden hour, which is sometimes referred to as the "magic hour," does not necessarily 

last for an entire hour. 

 

B. 
One can guess from the name of this phenomenon that the light at these times appears gold 

in color. 

 

C. 
Additionally, the sun's angle in relation to the Earth (which is roughly 10–12 degrees) 

produces longer shadows. 

 

D. 
It is at these times that the sun's angle produces lighting effects that are favorable to picture 

taking. 

 

6. Based on the main idea, which would be the best title for this passage?  

 

A. The Golden Hour Produces Favorable Lighting 

 

B. Long Shadows Result in Poor Lighting 

 

C. The Sun Is Golden Twice a Day for an Hour 

 

D. Photographers Should Practice Twice a Day 

 



     In Zurich, Switzerland, around the time of the outbreak of World War I, a new artistic 
movement was born. Today we know it as Dadaism. However, the painters, poets, and 
actors who founded the movement would not have accepted this label. In fact, they 
might have disagreed that Dadaism was an artistic movement. 
     So what was Dadaism, if not an artistic movement? Above all, it was a reaction to 
the First World War. The Dadaists felt that the war was proof that the world around them 
was out of control—even meaningless. In response, they rejected many ideas that 
people accepted as "normal." Everything for which art stood, Dada represented the 
opposite. In fact, Dadaists did not call their creations "art;" they called them "anti-art." 
These creations did not conform to accepted standards of beauty. On the contrary, the 
Dadaists invented their own standards and rules. 
     The Dadaists intended their work to be a criticism of the war and modern society. 
However, many people—even artists—did not understand Dadaism and even took 
offense to it. Today we are able to appreciate Dadaism as a valuable precursor to other 
artistic movements such as surrealism. Indeed, some art historians cite Dadaism as the 
very first example of post-modern art.  

7. What is the main point of paragraph 3?  

 

A. Not everyone agrees about the value of Dadaism. 

 

B. Dadaism has always been extremely popular. 

 

C. Dadaists have changed since World War I. 

 

D. Art historians do not understand Dadaism. 

 

8. Based on the main idea, which would be the best title for this passage?  

 

A. Dadaism: a Reaction to War                     C. Dadaism: Artists in Support of the War 

 

B. Dadaism: an Acceptance of Rules            D. Dadaism: a Popular Artistic Movement 

 

     The art of tattooing is not a new or modern practice. On the contrary, tattoos have 
been around since the end of the Stone Age, if not earlier. Otzi the Iceman, a man who 
lived roughly 5300 years ago, was discovered frozen and well-preserved in a glacier. He 
exhibited approximately 57 tattoos on his body. Other mummies preserved from Ancient 
Egypt also exhibit tattoos on their bodies. 
     Tattooing has been practiced by many different peoples and cultures around the 
world. The early inhabitants of Scotland were called "Picts," meaning "tattooed or 
painted people." Julius Caesar described the Picts' blue-toned tattoos in his account of 
the Gallic Wars of 58 BC. Meanwhile, in Japan, tattooing is thought to date back to the 
Paleolithic era, some ten thousand years ago. 
     Today, the popularity of tattoos in the Western world is thought to have originated in 
the 18th Century. At that time, European sailors returned from Polynesia with tattoos 
similar to the ones they'd seen there.  



9. Which sentence from the passage supports the idea that tattoos crossed culture barriers 

by way of imitation?  

 

A. 
"Julius Caesar described the Picts' blue-toned tattoos in his account of the Gallic Wars of 

58 BC." 

 

B. 
"At that time, European returned from Polynesia with tattoos similar to the ones they'd 

seen there." 

 

C. "Tattooing has been practiced by many different peoples and cultures around the world." 

 

D. "Other mummies preserved from Ancient Egypt also exhibit tattoos on their bodies." 

 

10. What is the passage mainly about?  

 

A. Tattoos were originally black until the advent of colored inks. 

 

B. Julius Caesar was the first to describe the appearance of tattoos. 

 

C. European sailors introduced tattooing to the Western world. 

 

D. The art of tattooing has existed for many years in many cultures. 

 

11. Which would be the best title for this passage?  

 

A. Tattoos: New and Different Colors 

 

B. Tattoos: Older Than You Might Think 

 

C. Tattoos: A Misunderstood Art 

 

D. Tattoos: Gone But Not Forgotten 

 
     The General Foods Corporation created the orange-flavored drink mix Tang in 1957. 
However, the drink mix struggled to gain fans until 1965. In 1965, NASA began using 
Tang in its spaceflights. Astronauts on Gemini missions used Tang to flavor the water 
that was produced by Gemini’s life-support system. Soon after NASA began using the 
drink mix, General Foods began advertising the fact that astronauts drank Tang. This 
helped Tang go from being relatively unknown to being a popular drink mix for kids 
across the nation.  

12. Based on the main idea, which would be the best title for this passage?  

 

A. Tang Drink Mix Enjoyed by all NASA Astronauts During Long Spaceflights 

 

B. It Didn't Take Long for Tang to Become a Popular Drink Among Children 

 

C. Drink Mix Used by Astronauts Became Favorite of American Children 

 

D. NASA Astronauts Used Water From Life-Support System to Make Tang 

 



     With the exception of insects, the hummingbird has a higher metabolism than any 
other animal. Metabolism is the process by which an organism breaks down its food and 
gains energy from it. The hummingbird must metabolize its food quickly in order to get 
enough energy to beat its wings. It needs a lot of energy, especially when you consider 
that some species of hummingbirds beat their wings as often as 100 times per second! 
In order to keep its wings beating, the hummingbird visits hundreds of flowers every 
day. Over the course of a single day, a hummingbird consumes its own weight in flower 
nectar. 
     With its ability to consume and break down a large quantity of nectar, it might seem 
as though the hummingbird's high metabolism would be the envy of the animal world. 
However, because of the hummingbird's fast heart rate and rapid wing beating, it must 
eat constantly in order to stay alive. In a sense, the hummingbird is continuously hours 
away from starvation. 
     Still, the hummingbird is a survivor and is able to store enough energy to rest from 
time to time. It does this by slowing down its metabolism and entering a state known as 
"torpor," which is similar to hibernation. During torpor, the hummingbird's heart rate and 
rate of breathing slow down. Its need for additional food and energy is reduced.  

 

 

13. Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that hummingbirds are 

constantly eating?  

 

A. "During torpor, the hummingbird's heart rate and rate of breathing slow down." 

 

B. 
"Over the course of a single day, a hummingbird consumes its own weight in flower 

nectar." 

 

C. 
"With the exception of insects, the hummingbird has a higher metabolism than any other 

animal." 

 

D. 
"Still, the hummingbird is a survivor, and is even able to store enough energy to rest from 

time to time." 

 

14. Based on the main idea, which would be the best title for this passage?  

 

A. Feasting on Flower Nectar 

 

B. The Highest Metabolism in the Land 

 

C. Hummingbirds in Danger of Starvation 

 

D. The Torpor of the Hummingbird 

 

15. What is the last paragraph mostly about?  



 

A. why the hummingbird's heartbeat is unsteady 

 

B. how torpor aids the hummingbird's survival 

 

C. what hummingbirds eat besides nectar 

 

D. why hummingbirds do not hibernate 

 
     The history of the space race between the Soviets and the U.S. is just as storied as 
the Cold War between both nations. Americans knew that the Soviets were constructing 
something similar to the U.S. space shuttle. This was made more real by the discovery 
of Soviet test models recovered from the ocean. 
     When the Soviets announced the launch of their first shuttle, Buran, the U.S. wasn't 
surprised. What did surprise them was how closely the pictures of Buran mirrored their 
own shuttle design. 
     Despite this, there were stark differences. The Buran orbiter did not have large 
engines of its own. It was instead strapped to a powerful booster called the Energia. 
The Energia is the most powerful booster rocket on the planet. 
     In addition, the Buran was able to be run without any crew aboard. Its first flight in 
1988 was without a crew. It safely orbited the Earth twice before returning. All of this 
without one human on board.  

16. What is the main idea of the passage?  

 

A. The United States was unaware of the Soviet Union's interest in exploring space. 

 

B. The American space shuttle is never launched into orbit without a human crew. 

 

C. The Soviet Union's space program was superior to the United States' space program. 

 

D. The Soviet Union launched a shuttle, Buran, which was similar to the U.S. shuttle. 

 
 
 
 

What's in a Name? 

 
     Pluto was discovered in 1930. It was named after the Roman god of the dead. For 
76 years, it would be considered the ninth planet in our solar system. As scientists 
began to learn more about heavenly bodies, they began to refine the definition of 
"planet." In 2006, Pluto lost its title. Many scientists now refer to Pluto as a "dwarf 
planet." 
     Pluto was always the odd planet out, which led scientists to question its "planet 
status" from the beginning. For example, Pluto is a small orb with an icy surface. It 
follows an elliptical orbit that does not match the other eight planets' paths. Scientists 
have pointed out these differences for decades, but discoveries in the 1990s made the 
differences more significant. Scientists discovered other small, icy worlds called Kuiper 
belt objects (KBOs) located near Pluto. The International Astronomical Union felt that 
Pluto shared more in common with the KBOs, so it developed the new "dwarf planet" 



category. However, some scientists do not like the new category and refuse to 
acknowledge it.  

17. What is the passage mainly about?  

 

A. Planets should follow elliptical orbits around the sun. 

 

B. Scientists have found KBOs in the solar system. 

 

C. Pluto was changed from "planet" to "dwarf planet." 

 

D. Pluto was named for the Roman god of the dead. 

 
     Henry David Thoreau's essay, Civil Disobedience, is every bit as important today as 
it was in 1849 when it was first published. In understanding the significance of the 
essay, readers should first make sure they understand the essay's title. What, exactly, 
does "civil disobedience" mean? Or, better put, what did Thoreau mean by the term? 
     According to Merriam-Webster's dictionary, the word "civil" has several definitions, 
including (1) of or relating to the state or its citizenry, and (2) adequate in courtesy and 
politeness. If we were to apply this second definition to Thoreau's essay, the title Civil 
Disobedience would be understood to mean "polite disobedience." The first definition, 
meanwhile, would result in a different understanding: something like "disobedience 
toward or relating to the state." If a reader were to assume that Thoreau meant to use 
the second definition, he or she would be in danger of misunderstanding Thoreau's 
central message. A close reading of Thoreau's essay tells us that he intended the first 
definition. 
     When Thoreau published his famous essay, he was disgusted by his country's 
advocacy of slavery. Thus, he was not interested in being "polite" or "courteous." On the 
contrary, he felt very strongly that it was a citizen's duty to oppose the government (or 
the "state") in order to stop an unjust practice like slavery. He wanted his fellow 
Americans to rethink their relationship to the government and to act according to their 
conscience rather than obey an unjust law.  

18. What is the main point of the last paragraph?  

 

A. Thoreau was not interested in the law when he published his essay. 

 

B. Thoreau thought that his fellow citizens had a duty to obey the law. 

 

C. Thoreau wanted people to be polite rather than support slavery. 

 

D. Thoreau was too disgusted by slavery to concern himself with being polite. 

 

 

 

19. What is the passage mainly about?  



 

A. Thoreau published his essay because he was upset about slavery. 

 

B. The title of Thoreau's essay has to do with citizenry or the state. 

 

C. Thoreau's essay is in danger of being misunderstood by readers. 

 

D. Civil Disobedience means being polite in the face of injustice. 

 
     When the Spanish Conquistadors, or "conquerors," visited Central America in the 
16th Century, they had a rare opportunity to watch the Aztec people play an unusual 
ballgame. On a narrow field surrounded by stone walls, two teams passed a hard 
rubber ball back and forth. The objective was to keep the ball in the air. If a player let 
the ball bounce twice before passing it to the other team, he or she lost a point. 
     Though the Conquistadors didn't know it at the time, the game they were watching 
had been around for thousands of years. In fact, modern-day archaeologists have 
discovered ancient stone courts and rubber balls throughout Central America. Some of 
these discoveries date as far back as 1400 B.C.! The ball courts vary considerably in 
size, but most have the following characteristic in common: long narrow alleys with 
stone side-walls against which the rubber balls could bounce. The game seems to have 
originated in Southern Mexico, where rubber trees were plentiful. 
     While the rules of the ballgame are a mystery to us today, it's a good bet that the 
game was similar to volleyball, where the aim is to keep the ball in play. In the most 
widespread version of the game, players could only use their hips to hit the ball back 
and forth. In later years, a vertical stone ring was added to the ball courts as an 
additional way to score points, making the game similar to basketball. Other variations 
of the game permitted using forearms, rackets, or bats to hit the ball back and forth. 
     Thankfully, the game has not been entirely forgotten. A modern version of the game, 
called ulama, is still played in a few places in Mexico by the local indigenous population.  

20. Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that there were many different 

versions of the Aztec game?  

 

A. 
"If a player let the ball bounce twice before passing it to the other team, he or she lost a 

point." 

 

B. 
"A modern version of the game, called ulama, is still played in a few places in Mexico by 

the local indigenous population." 

 

C. 
"In the most widespread version of the game, players could only use their hips to hit the 

ball back and forth." 

 

D. 
"Other variations of the game permitted using forearms, rackets, or bats to hit the ball back 

and forth." 

 

21. What is the passage mainly about?  

 

A. After years of study, archeologists have learned the rules of a game called ulama. 

 

B. Balls made from rubber trees have been discovered in Southern Mexico. 



 

C. The Aztec people played a game similar to volleyball for thousands of years. 

 

D. The object of the Aztec game was to pass the ball without letting it drop. 

 

 

 

22. Which would be the best title for this passage?  

 

A. An Ancient Game Once Popular, Now Forgotten 

 

B. Mexico's Indigenous People Invent a Brand New Game 

 

C. Rules to Ancient Game Discovered by Archeologists 

 

D. Ancient Form of Volleyball Dates Back to 1400 B.C. 

 
     The Gaia theory was first proposed by James Lovelock, a British research scientist. 
The theory holds that the Planet Earth is self-regulating, much like the human body. 
     To understand this idea, it helps to think of how the human immune system helps us 
to fight off illness and maintain a constant body temperature (roughly 98.6 degrees 
Fahrenheit). The Gaia theory suggests that the Earth has a similar mechanism—like the 
immune system—which helps it maintain planetary stability and health. 
     Lovelock formulated the Gaia theory in the 1960s while he was working for NASA. At 
the time, he was trying to explain several conditions that puzzled him. Among these 
conditions were:  

 the Sun provides more energy than it used to, and yet global surface 
temperatures have not increased in the same proportion. 

 the chemical composition of the atmosphere around us, which is composed of 
79% nitrogen, 20.7% oxygen, and 0.03% carbon dioxide, has changed very little 
over time. 

 the levels of salt in the ocean have not changed. 

     To Lovelock, the above facts demonstrated that our planet Earth is extremely stable. 
He decided that the Earth must be composed of complex systems that interact with one 
another in order to support life. Some people interpret this to mean that the Earth is like 
a single living organism. Just as our bodies are composed of millions of tiny cells, so too 
the Earth is composed of many plants, animals, and other elements that are like its 
"cells." In this view, all of us—humans, plants, and animals—are working together to 
support one another, whether we know it or not.  

23. What is paragraph 2 mostly about?  

 

A. an argument that the human immune system is ineffective 

 

B. a way of understanding the Earth's regulatory mechanism 



 

C. a discussion of why the Earth is unstable most of the time 

 

D. a method for determining the temperature of the human body 

 

24. Based on the main idea, which would be the best title for this passage?  

 

A. Gaia Theory No Longer Meaningful in Search for New Life 

 

B. Gaia Theory Suggests Earth Has Own Immune System 

 

C. Earth Maintains Stability with Help from British Scientist 

 

D. NASA Scientist Puzzled by Earth's Strange Atmosphere 

 

 

 

25. What is the main point of the bulleted list provided by the author?  

 

A. It points out that Lovelock did not understand Earth's atmosphere. 

 

B. It helps the reader understand why Lovelock proposed the Gaia theory. 

 

C. It demonstrates that Earth has a highly ineffective immune system. 

 

D. It explains why temperatures on Earth have increased in recent years. 

 

26. Which sentence from the passage supports the idea that the Gaia theory began as a 

way to solve a mystery?  

 

A. "Some people interpret this to mean that the Earth is like a single living organism." 

 

B. "At the time, he was trying to explain several conditions that puzzled him." 

 

C. "The Gaia theory was first proposed by James Lovelock, a British research scientist." 

 

D. "The theory holds that the Planet Earth is self-regulating, much like the human body." 

 
     Galactic Suite, the first hotel planned in space, expects to open for business in 2012. 
It would allow guests to travel around the world in 80 minutes. 
     Its Barcelona-based architects say the space hotel will be the most expensive in the 
galaxy, costing $4 million for a three-day stay. 
     During that time, guests would see the sun rise 15 times a day. They would use 
Velcro suits to crawl around their pod rooms by sticking themselves to the walls like 
Spiderman. 
     Company director Xavier Claramunt says the three-bedroom boutique hotel's joined 
up pod structure, which makes it look like a model of molecules, was dictated by the fact 
that each pod room had to fit inside a rocket to be taken into space. 
     "It's the bathrooms in zero gravity that are the biggest challenge," says Claramunt. 



     However, they may have solved the issue of how to take a shower in 
weightlessness. The guests will enter a spa room in which bubbles of water will float 
around. 
     When guests are not admiring the view from their portholes, they will take part in 
scientific experiments on space travel. 
     Galactic Suite began as a hobby for former aerospace engineer Claramunt, until a 
space enthusiast decided to make the science-fiction fantasy a reality by fronting most 
of the $3 billion needed to build the hotel. 
Copyright 2007 Reuters. Reprinted with permission from Reuters. Reuters content is the intellectual property of Reuters or its third party 
content providers. Any copying, republication or redistribution of Reuters content is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of 
Reuters. Reuters shall not be liable for any errors or delays in content, or for any actions taken in reliance thereon. Reuters and the Reuters 
Sphere Logo are registered trademarks of the Reuters group of companies around the world. For additional information about Reuters 
content and services, please visit Reuters website at www.reuters.com.  

27. Based on the main idea, which would be the best title for the passage above?  

 

A. Space Hotel Costs $3 Billion 

 

B. Space Hotel to Open in 2012 

 

C. Hotel Guests Watch Sun Rise 

 

D. Hotel Uses Bubbles in Showers 

 
      
 
 
 
     To understand how New Orleans became one of the most diverse cities in America, 
one must learn about its early history. The city was founded on May 7, 1718 as a 
French colony. It soon established itself as an important trading port. The colony was 
then ceded to the Spanish Empire in 1763. 
     In 1801, New Orleans reverted again to French control but only for two years. In 
1803, Napoleon, who was then the Emperor of France, sold the territory to the United 
States in the Louisiana Purchase. Thereafter, the city grew rapidly with influxes of 
Americans, French, Creoles, Irish, Germans, and Africans. 
     Because of New Orleans' prime location as a port on the Gulf of Mexico, the city 
played a large role in the Atlantic slave trade. At the same time, it had the largest and 
most prosperous community of free African Americans in the nation. They were often 
educated and middle-class property owners. In 1872, an African-American man named 
P.B.S. Pinchback became governor of Louisiana, making him the first non-white 
governor of a U.S. state. 
     Today, visitors to New Orleans can witness firsthand the cultural diversity that makes 
the city unique. Locals speak with an accent that cannot be heard elsewhere. It reminds 
one of the city's French, Spanish, and African influences. Additionally, visitors can still 
see examples of early French Architecture in the French Quarter. These ornate 
buildings date back to the 18th Century, when the city was technically under Spanish 
control.  

28. What is the main point of paragraph 4?  



 

A. The English language is rarely spoken by New Orleans' inhabitants. 

 

B. The cultures that once made New Orleans unique have left. 

 

C. The French and Spanish still have control over parts of the city. 

 

D. New Orleans' diverse history is evident to visitors today. 

 

29. What is the main idea of this passage?  

 

A. New Orleans was the first city with a non-white mayor. 

 

B. Citizens of New Orleans speak with a French accent. 

 

C. New Orleans architecture reminds us of its history. 

 

D. Due to its history, New Orleans is a diverse city. 

 

30. What is paragraph 3 mostly about?  

 

A. how P.B.S. Pinchback became the governor of Louisiana 

 

B. the advantages of New Orleans' location on the Gulf of Mexico 

 

C. the horrible way in which African slaves were treated 

 

D. the roles that African-Americans played in New Orleans' history 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
     In 2004, Richard Branson started a new company under the Virgin name. The 
company, Virgin Galactic, was created to be the first space tourism company. Branson 
signed a deal with Burt Rutan, who developed the first private human spaceflight in the 
world. The plan was for Rutan to design and build five spacecrafts based on a version 
of his SpaceShipOne. Construction began in 2005, and six months of intensive testing 
were planned for 2007. At least 50-100 flights would take place during testing. Actual 
spaceflights for citizens would begin on the SpaceShipTwo in New Mexico in 2009. 
     The spacecrafts are intended to be affordable enough to take paying passengers. 
The craft is projected to hold six passengers and two pilots. SpaceShipTwo is 
scheduled to make flights just over 100 kilometers in altitude. This will allow passengers 
to experience approximately six minutes of weightlessness, and the flight will take two 
and a half hours.  

31. What is the main idea of the article above?  

 

A. Burt Rutan developed the first private human spacecraft. 



 

B. The first private citizen spaceflights will take place in 2009. 

 

C. Richard Branson started the first space tourism company. 

 

D. Space tourism is extremely dangerous and very expensive. 

 
     Spanish is considered to be a Romance language along with Italian, French, 
Portuguese, Romanian, and Catalan. These languages are similar in that they all derive 
from Latin. Where Spanish differs from these other languages is largely due to the 
influence of the Arabic language. 
     The influence of Arabic upon the development of the Spanish language can be 
traced back to the 8th Century. It was at this time that the Moors of Africa invaded and 
conquered Spain, which is located just to the north of Morocco. When the Latin-
speaking Roman Empire drove the Moors out of most every country in Europe, they 
could not conquer the Spanish Moors. Thus, both Arabic and Latin were spoken by the 
Spanish people for many years. 
     Over time, speakers of Latin came to adopt certain words from the Arabic language. 
Many of these words are easy to spot. For instance, the article "al," which means "the," 
is widely used in Arabic as a prefix. Thus, any Spanish word that begins with the letters 
"al" is likely of Arabic origin. Some examples are almuerzo, which means "lunch," and 
alcoba, which means "bedroom."  

32. What is paragraph 3 mostly about?  

 

A. the complex meaning of the Arabic word "al" 

 

B. a discussion of articles such as "the" or "a" 

 

C. a technique for translating Latin words into Spanish 

 

D. a method for spotting Spanish words of Arabic origin 

 

33. Based on the main idea, which would be the best title for this passage?  

 

A. The Influence of Arabic upon the Spanish Language 

 

B. The Romance Languages Derivation from Arabic 

 

C. Hundreds of Years to the Origin of Latin 

 

D. War and Language in the Roman Empire 

 

34. Which sentence from the passage supports the idea that Arabic influenced other 

Romance languages to a lesser extent than it did Spanish?  

 

A. 
"When the Latin-speaking Roman Empire drove the Moors out of most every country in 

Europe, they could not conquer the Spanish Moors." 

 

B. "Over time, speakers of Latin came to adopt certain words from the Arabic language." 

 

C. "For instance, the article 'al,' which means 'the,' is widely used in Arabic as a prefix." 



 

D. 
"Spanish is considered to be a Romance language along with Italian, French, Portuguese, 

Romanian, and Catalan." 

 
     The astronomers that discovered a new body in our solar system have found out 
more about the planetoid. Sedna is between 800 and 1,100 miles in diameter. It is about 
three-quarters the size of Pluto and is over 8 billion miles from Earth. The frozen world 
of Sedna is believed to be the farthest known object within our solar system. 
     Astronomer Mike Brown from the California Institute of Technology led the NASA-
funded team that found Sedna. Chad Trujillo of the Gemini Observatory in Hawaii and 
David Rabinowitz of Yale University also assisted in the discovery. They found Sedna 
using a 48-inch telescope at Caltech's Palomar Observatory, which is east of San 
Diego. Within days of the discovery, other astronomers used telescopes to find the 
object. The team also believes that a tiny moon may trail Sedna. 
     Brown's team learned that Sedna is over three times farther away from the Sun than 
Pluto. The planetoid was named for the Inuit goddess who created the sea creatures of 
the Arctic. Sedna was discovered in November 2003. The Sun would be so small from 
Sedna that it could be completely blocked out with a pinhead. The planetoid is the 
largest object found orbiting the Sun since the discovery of Pluto in 1930. It is much 
larger than Quaoar, which was found by the same team in 2002.  

35. Which would be the best title for this passage?  

 

A. Ninth Planet Pluto Trailed by a Moon C. A Moon May Trail Sedna, Astronomers Say 

 

B. Astronomers Learn More about Sedna D. Sedna Returns to Earth with New Data 

 

     While Neil Armstrong may forever have the distinction of being the first man to walk 
on the moon, he wasn't the first man to walk in space. In fact, the first person to walk in 
space wasn't American. That distinction belongs to Russian Alexei Leonov. He flew into 
space in 1965 boarding the Voskhod 2 spacecraft. Like Armstrong, Leonov also had a 
partner to share in this accomplishment as Leonov was joined by cosmonaut Pavel 
Belyayev. Leonov exited the Voskhod's hatch and took the first steps into space. He 
wore a backpack containing air, similar to the pack worn by scuba divers. His 12-minute 
walk was the first of its kind. The fact that the walk looked more like he floated did not 
take away from this accomplishment. 
     Three months later, the U.S. played catch-up and sent astronaut Edward White 
aboard the Gemini to walk in space.  

36. What is this encyclopedia entry mainly about?  

 

A. Russian Alexei Leonov was the first human to walk in space in 1965. 

 

B. During the 1960s, the American space program tried to catch up to the Russians. 

 

C. American Edward White was the second human to walk in space in 1965. 

 

D. Alexei Leonov graduated from the Soviet air force flying and engineering schools. 

 



     Have you ever had someone tell you a scary story that supposedly happened to "a 
friend of a friend," and then later heard the exact same story from another, unrelated 
person? If so, it's a good bet that the story you heard was an urban legend. 
     Urban legends are like folk tales or myths. Often times these legends have been told 
so many times that it is impossible to determine their origin. The teller of an urban 
legend may claim that the story happened to a friend. This serves to personalize and 
enhance the power of the narrative. Since people often exaggerate or change stories 
when telling them, urban legends can evolve over time. 
     Still, even the most exaggerated urban legends may have a basis in reality. Indeed, 
this would explain how the story, or legend, became popular in the first place. Another 
way that urban legends catch on is by depicting horrific crimes or other situations that 
would affect large populations of people. That way, the people that hear the stories feel 
compelled to pass them on to their friends and loved ones. 
     One of the classic hallmarks of false urban legends is a lack of specific information. 
Tellers may be unable to recall the names, dates, or locations of the story. Thus, an 
astute listener will know to treat the story as entertainment rather than as a serious 
warning or a reason to panic.  

37. Which sentence from the passage supports the idea that tellers of urban legends often 

leave out important details?  

 

A. "Still, even the most exaggerated urban legends may have a basis in reality." 

 

B. "This serves to personalize and enhance the power of the narrative." 

 

C. "One of the classic hallmarks of false urban legends is a lack of specific information." 

 

D. "The teller of an urban legend may claim that the story happened to a friend." 

 
     A dream is a succession of images, sounds, or emotions that the mind experiences 
during sleep. But have you ever considered what your dreams mean? A good way to 
investigate the meaning of your dreams is to write them down. And the best time to do 
this is in the morning, when the dreams are still fresh in your mind. 
     Some people find it difficult to write so early in the morning. Others complain that 
they cannot remember their dreams. However, a little practice goes a long way. Most 
people find that the more they write about their dreams, the more they remember. 
     When writing about dreams, it helps to be as specific as possible. For example, if 
you dreamed about a car, try to remember what type of car it was. Often times, it is 
these small, seemingly unimportant details that trigger other memories and other details 
from your dreams. 
     Ultimately, writing about your dreams makes you think more about them. And as you 
begin to collect a large number of dream writings, you may notice patterns or recurring 
themes. For example, certain people or places may show up often in your dreams. You 
might ask yourself why these people and places are so important to you. 
     In the end, none of us can conclusively say what dreams mean. However, this 
doesn't mean they should be ignored. In a sense, dreams are our own private 
adventures. They are unique to us, and they may say something about us. Why not try 
and learn from them?  



38. What is the main point of paragraph 2?  

 

A. Writing about dreams only works if you have a good memory. 

 

B. Writing about dreams is not as difficult as some people think. 

 

C. Writing about dreams is easier at night than in the morning. 

 

D. Writing about dreams often requires many years of hard work. 

 

39. What is the main idea of this passage?  

 

A. Most peoples' dreams are not very memorable. 

 

B. It is necessary to remember your dreams. 

 

C. Writing about dreams is a good learning experience. 

 

D. Dreams are easy to remember with practice. 

 

40. Which sentence from the passage supports the idea that dreams are unique?  

 

A. "In a sense, dreams are our own private adventures." 

 

B. "Some people find it difficult to write so early in the morning." 

 

C. "In the end, none of us can conclusively say what dreams mean." 

 

D. "Others complain that they cannot remember their dreams." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 

Context Clues 

Reading at the college level means reading many textbooks. At a typical college, 

students are required to take classes in a variety of subjects, including history, 

psychology, science, and business. The vocabulary and concepts introduced in these 

classes may seem confusing at first, but you can learn the meanings of different words 

by applying what you know about context clues.  

 

Keep these tips in mind when reading textbooks in a variety of subjects:  

 Textbooks are written to teach; therefore, new vocabulary words will often be in 

bold the first time they are introduced. Look for the definition to be directly 
stated.  

“In major corporations, intrapreneurs, like entrepreneurs, take responsibility 

for, or ‘champion,’ the development of innovations of any kind within the larger 
organization.”  

—Business: A Changing World 

 

intrapreneur = a person who takes responsibility for the development of 

innovations within a larger organization (This sentence directly states the 
definition of "intrapreneur.") 

 Be aware of punctuation marks that signal definitions. Commas and dashes are 
often used to add subordinate information, including quick definitions.  

“Some of the most interesting homologous structures are vestigial organs, 
structures of marginal, if any, importance to the organism.”  

—Biology: Concepts and Connections 

 

vestigial organs = structures of little or no importance to an organism (The 
definition is directly stated after the comma.) 

 When you encounter an unfamiliar word, reread the sentences before and after 

it to look for clues. The unfamiliar word will be related to the subject of the 
passage.  

“As time went on, the churches in Rome and Constantinople grew farther apart. 

The language, culture, and doctrine of the western and eastern churches 

differed, and in 1054 the church divided in two—the Roman Catholic Church in 

the west, and the Orthodox Church in the east. In later years, this schism would 

prove dangerous to the Byzantine Empire, which could never again rely on 



western help against invaders.”  

—World History: Continuity and Change 

 
schism = a division or split (Notice how the passage says “divided in two.”) 

 Look for word parts that help the word make sense.  

“The forebrain has two major divisions, the lower diencephalon, which contains 

the thalamus and the hypothalamus, and the upper telencephalon, which 
contains the cerebrum.”  

—Introduction to Psychology 

 

forebrain = front part of the brain (Think “fore,” which means “front” like in 
foreground or forehead.) 

 Insert a bookmark at the glossary so that looking up definitions of unfamiliar 

words is fast and easy. Also, some textbooks will have sidebars with definitions 

of key vocabulary terms. Of course, you can keep a pocket dictionary handy, 

too. 

 

Context Clues 

Acronyms are abbreviations that are formed from the first letters of a series of words. For 

example, SCUBA is word that stands for Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus. 

When the abbreviation is pronounced phonetically as a word (like SCUBA), it is a true acronym. 

Another type of acronym is an initialism, which is pronounced by saying the letters, such as GPS 

(global positioning service) and CD (compact disk).  

 

Many acronyms have become so common that they are used in written and spoken language 

without further clarification. Below is a list of common acronyms and what they stand for. 

Which words in the list are initialisms? 

AKA Also known as 

ASAP As soon as possible 

NASCAR National Association for Stock Car Auto Racing 

ESL English as a second language 



FYI For your information 

NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

GPA Grade point average 

AIDS Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 

TBD To be determined 

CNN Cable News Network 

FAQ Frequently asked questions 

VIP Very important person 

UFO Unidentified flying object 

 

NOTE: In our culture of texting, chatting, and IM-ing, new 

acronyms are being invented every day. Acronyms are 

evolving into a new language. Some common acronyms that 

you may see in electronic formats are LOL (laugh out loud), 

BTW (by the way), TTYL (talk to you later), BRB (be right 

back), and IMHO (in my humble opinion). 

 

When a new acronym is introduced in a textbook or article, the writer will usually spell out the 

words first and put the acronym in parentheses. 

 

Example: 
 

"An important duty of the board of directors is to hire corporate officers, such as the president 

and the chief executive officer (CEO), who are responsible to the directors for the management 

and daily operations of the firm." 

—Business: A Changing World 

 

Context Clues 

Jargon is language specifically used in a particular field, profession, or group. When you work 

in a particular field, you will have advanced knowledge about the subject. You will know the 

definitions of words commonly used in that field. People who are not familiar with the field may 



have a hard time understanding the jargon. They will have to use context clues to determine the 

meanings of unfamiliar words.  

 

Jargon is used in virtually every field, profession, or group. Some classifications of jargon 

include: 

 computers/technical  

 medical  

 legal  

 sports  

 meteorology  

 business  

 naval/army 

 

 

You already know the definitions to some jargon just from reading, watching TV and movies, 

and noticing things in the real world. For example, if you like to watch a medical drama 

television show, you probably have heard words like “stat,” “hypoxic,” “coronary,” and “saline.” 

You are hearing medical jargon and learning what each word means by context clues. 

 

You should know some jargon from different fields just by using your knowledge of the real 

world. Below are some examples of jargon and technical words that you should know. Think 

about the definition of each word. Where have you heard these words used before? If you are not 

sure about the definition, you can always look it up in the dictionary. 

Computers  Wi-Fi, URL, virus, desktop  

Meteorology  cirrus, cumulus, stratus, dew point  

Business  CEO, cubicle, benefits, deductible  

Naval/Army  port, starboard, reveille, battalion 

 

Context Clues Practice 

 

1.      Tony sat in an open field. He was alone on the island, surrounded only by two-hundred-foot-tall 
cliffs that led down to an endless sea. As he stared out over the precipice, his eyes began playing tricks 
on him. The open water blended into the sky, and the sky blended into the open water. Soon, all he could 
see beyond the rocky cliffs were solid-blue walls. It was the first time he felt trapped since he arrived at 
the island a week earlier. He knew that it was time to leave. 

 

Based on its context in the paragraph above, what is the meaning of the word precipice?  



 

A. an endless sea 

 

B. a barricade 

 

C. an ocean liner 

 

D. a steep cliff 

 

2.      November of 2007 marked the one-hundredth anniversary of Oklahoma becoming a state. On 
November 16, 1907, Oklahoma, which was formed by combining Indian Territory and Oklahoma Territory, 
became the forty-sixth state to be admitted to the United States. People across the state marked the 
occasion with a number of centennial celebrations that occurred on November 16, 2007. 

 

Based on its context in the paragraph above, what is the meaning of the word centennial?  

 

A. election day 

 

B. annual census 

 

C. traditional pow-wow 

 

D. hundredth anniversary 

 

3.      It is time to end this silly fight, Ileana thought to herself. She and Stacy had been giving each other 
the silent treatment for over a week. That was no way for friends to act. Ileana went up to Stacy and 
spoke to her, but Stacy remained taciturn. Ileana, frustrated by the fact that her friend would not speak to 
her, screamed, "You're so childish!" and walked away.  

 

As it is used in this passage, the word taciturn means  

 

A. sad. 

 

B. quiet. 

 

C. cheerful. 

 

D. young. 

 

4.      The judge called both parties in the lawsuit to meet in his chambers to discuss a settlement. Both 
Mr. Blackstone and Mr. Peters arrived promptly at 12:00. When Mr. Blackstone walked in, he seemed 
impressed with the judge's furnishings. He gawked at the cherry executive desk and leather chairs. The 
bookcases behind the desk were filled with thick legal books on every subject. The large picture window 
looked over the parking lot. With a serious grimace, the judge welcomed the men and started to discuss 
the case. 

 

As it is used in the first sentence, the word chambers most nearly means  

 

A. office. 

 

B. courtroom. 

 

C. house. 



 

D. restaurant. 

 

5.      Benny, a lawyer, dropped his head on the desk as the jury foreman finished reading the verdict. He 
could barely listen to it anyway. He had lost, and his client was going to have to pay $1 million dollars. His 
cheeks burning, Benny stared at the floor. He leaned toward his client as the jury foreman droned on. 
     "We will fight for an appeal," Benny promised. His mind was already shaping the argument. He had to 
win the appeal and erase this failure from his record. 

 

What does the word appeal mean?  

 

A. the person in the jury who reads the decision 

 

B. the desire to seek out help from other people 

 

C. a request to reverse a judgment of a lower court 

 

D. a promise to pay the amount specified in the verdict 

 

6.      Gary jumped from the car while it was still moving. He knew that it wasn't the best decision, but 
after seeing smoke coming from the engine and smelling gas, he decided that he needed to get out of the 
car before it fulminated. Luckily, Gary escaped injury, and firefighters arrived before the leaking gas 
caught fire and caused an explosion. 

 

As used in the paragraph above, the word fulminated means  

 

A. exploded. 

 

B. disappeared. 

 

C. fidgeted. 

 

D. slowed. 

 

 
 

 

     Despite the fact that he is one of the world's oldest living people, Alan O'Shannon 
doesn't consider himself an "old man." In fact, he says that he has just begun to live. 
Last March, Mr. O'Shannon celebrated his 107th birthday with his great-grandchildren. 
He credits his longevity to his daily exercise routine and his decades-long habit of eating 
vegetables with every meal and drinking plenty of water throughout the day. While Mr. 
O'Shannon considers his exercise routine easy, many would consider getting up at 5 
a.m. to run 12 miles quite torturous. Despite his age, Mr. O'Shannon says that he is 
more active now than he was in his youth. 
     "I used to have a mental roadblock called kainotophobia," says Mr. O'Shannon. "I 
was terrified of anything that was new or different in my life. However, as I kept getting 
older, I realized that most of the things I had been afraid of never happened. So, I 
decided to stop letting fear run my life." Through his impressive lifespan, Mr. O'Shannon 



has achieved notoriety both in his hometown and across the United States. In the past 
year, more than 500 news articles have been written about this active senior citizen.  

7. Based on the information in this passage, if a person suffers from kainotophobia, he or 

she is afraid of  

 

A. old age. 

 

B. wrinkles. 

 

C. death. 

 

D. change. 

 

8. Which word is used in this passage to mean "intensely or unbearably painful"?  

 

A. "impressive" 

 

B. "torturous" 

 

C. "achieved" 

 

D. "routine" 

 

9. Based on this passage, a person who has achieved notoriety is  

 

A. active in government. 

 

B. known to the public. 

 

C. fond of learning. 

 

D. denied health care. 

 
(1)         It is common knowledge that you are not supposed to cheat. So why do so 

many students still do it? Rutgers’ Management Education Center surveyed 4,500 
high school students across the country. According to the results, 75 percent of 
them cheat. Another survey of 18,000 students on 23 college campuses found that 
nearly 40 percent of students plagiarize from the Internet. Several college students 
also confessed to fabricating lab reports, inventing the data instead of taking the 
time to conduct the experiments. 

(2)         These students jeopardize their academic careers each time they take a “short 
cut.” Losing credit for a class and getting expelled are among the many 
consequences for cheating in academic institutions. Schools often note instances 
of academic dishonesty on student transcripts, causing detriment to the students’ 
future educational and employment opportunities. 

10. Read the sentence from the passage. 

 
"These students jeopardize their academic careers each time they take a 'short cut.' " 



 

What does the word jeopardize most likely mean?  

 

A. put at risk 

 

B. play with 

 

C. excuse 

 

D. design 

 

11. What does detriment mean as it is used in the passage?  

 

A. debate 

 

B. improvement 

 

C. agreement 

 

D. damage 

 

12. What does fabricating mean as it is used in the passage?  

 

A. taking 

 

B. destroying 

 

C. making up 

 

D. building 

 
(1)         When astronauts and cosmonauts first began circling the globe, they faced a 

unique problem: how to keep track of all their stuff. On the ground, if you wanted to 
stow your car keys, for example, you simply left them on the night table. They could 
be found in the morning right where you left them—perhaps after a bit of last-
minute searching on the way out the door—but at least they stayed put.  

(2)         Space travelers faced a different problem. Objects had a habit of just floating 
off. A pencil, a wrench, would just hang around drifting weightlessly wherever a tiny 
shove or air current would take it. 

(3)         Keeping tabs on a capsule full of flotsam was a job in itself, a full-time job 
because if a tiny piece lodged itself into the hardware, it could short-circuit who-
knows-what. The fact that orbital living quarters would make a phone booth look 
spacious only compounded the problem of keeping things neat and orderly. 

(4)         How could one make sure things stayed put? 

(5)         The answer came in a system of hooks and loops that when pressed together 
tightly stick to one another but when pried apart easily separate. Velcro—derived 
from velvet and crochet—was first made in France. Each Velcro tape was made by 
hand and took almost forever to produce. 

(6)         Even today, no better substitute has been found. When getting ready to leave 
orbit, space shuttle astronauts literally spend a full day in space collecting all of the 



material Velcro-ed to the walls. 
(7)         In addition, Velcro has been improved over the years. It has become impervious 

to water, chemicals, and corrosive ultraviolet light. Extra-strong Velcro can be 
made out of stainless steel and synthetic fibers that withstand temperatures 
upwards of 800 degrees F and do not catch fire. 

   adapted from They All Laughed by Ira Flatow 

13. The word impervious used in paragraph 7 means  

 

A. attracted. 

 

B. fireproof. 

 

C. synthetic. 

 

D. unaffected. 

 
Surfside Hopes to Boost Tourism 

 

     Surfside Beach, Texas, is hoping that a new catchphrase will bring in more tourism. 
The small beach community has long been a destination for Texas residents seeking a 
weekend getaway filled with surf, sun, and sand. However, community leaders want to 
make it a vacation destination that will attract people from all over the United States. 
Leaders have yet to decide on Surfside Beach’s new catchphrase. They plan to model it 
after noteworthy catchphrases like Virginia’s “Virginia is for Lovers” and New York City’s 
“I Love New York.”  

14. As used in the passage, what does catchphrase mean?  

 

A. slogan 

 

B. title 

 

C. billboard 

 

D. rename 

 
Look at this Web page from Haven Publishers' Web site. 

 

Haven Publishers 

 
Your Haven for good books 

  Contact Us page 

About Us Haven Publishers 
 Catalog 



Press Customer Service Department 
P.O. Box 32934 
New York, NY 38293 
 
1-800-555-5555 
 
customer.service@haven.com.net 
 
We invite you to contact us, but please check the FAQ to make sure your 
question has not already been answered. Due to the volume of our mail, 
please wait up to three weeks for a response. 

 
FAQ 
 
Where can I buy books published by Haven Publishers? 
You can view our catalog on this Web site and order online, or you can 
request a catalog be mailed to your home. Click on the Catalog link in 
the menu. 
 
Will Haven Publishers publish my book? 
Authors should send a book proposal to the Acquisitions Department. 
Click on the Acquisitions link in the menu to find more details about 
requirements. 
 
What jobs are available at Haven Publishers? 
Our job listings are updated every week. Click on the Careers link in the 
menu to view jobs available at this time. 

Acquisitions 

Careers 

Contact Us 

15. What is the meaning of the acronym FAQ?  

 

A. first answer quiz 

 

B. friendly and quiet 

 

C. finest applied quality 

 

D. frequently asked questions 

 



Poetry Terms to Define  

Alliteration: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Example: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Allusion: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Extended Metaphor: ______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hyperbole : ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Example: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Imagery: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Metaphor: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Example: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Onomatopoeia: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Example: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Personification: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Example: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Simile: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Example: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Stanza: _________________________________________________________________________________ 



Literary Elements of Fiction  (define these terms) 

 (1) PLOT: _____________________________________________________ 

(2) the TYPES of CONFLICT: 

 A.  Internal - __________________________________________ 

 B.  External - __________________________________________ 

 (3) the different types of CHARACTER: 

 A.  Static - _____________________________________________ 

 B.  Dynamic - __________________________________________ 

(4) the TYPES of POINT-OF-VIEW: 

 A.  First person 

 B.  Third person/limited 

 C.  Omniscient 

(5) SETTING: _________________________________________________ 

(6) THEME: _________________________________________________ 

(7) PROTAGONIST: _______________________________________________ 

   (give an 2 example protagonists: ___________________________________________) 

(8) ANTAGONIST: _________________________________________________ 

  (give an 2 example antagonists: ____________________________________________) 

(9) SUSPENSE: _________________________________________________ 

(10) FORESHADOWING: ________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



Nonfiction: Literary Terms 

(1) Nonfiction : _________________________________________________________________ 

(2) Autobiography : _________________________________________________________________ 

(3) Biography : _________________________________________________________________ 

(4) Genre : _________________________________________________________________ 

(5) Excerpt : _________________________________________________________________ 

(6) Evidence : _________________________________________________________________ 

(7) Paraphrase : _________________________________________________________________ 

(8) Bias : _________________________________________________________________ 

(9) Irony : _________________________________________________________________ 

(10) Diction : _________________________________________________________________ 

(11) Plagiarism : _________________________________________________________________ 

(12) Bibliography : _________________________________________________________________ 

(13) Citations : _________________________________________________________________ 

(14) Anecdotes : _________________________________________________________________ 

(15) Thesis : _________________________________________________________________ 

 


